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T O THE 


YOUNG PEOPLE of my own n 
Congregation. A106 I 


74 7 ING been directed, in the courſe Py A 
my miniſtry, to preach the goſpel ofi © 
Chriſt io you from the texts prefixed to the fol 
lowing ſermons ; ] Have taken this method, 
to lay the truths then delivered, before you, 
and others who may read theſe diſcourſes z 
that you may deliberately ronſider the things + 

which belong to your peace, before they be bid 1 
From your eyes. And, in tranſcribing my , 
notes, I have not cloſely adbered to the periods _ 
of the ſermons, as they were delivered in your 4 
hearing; but have put the ſubſtance of the © 
diſcourſes in ſuch a form and method, as F 
thought moſt proper for edification, in readi 12 
the ſermons. thus publiſhed : and, in tran- 
ſeribing, I have enlarged upon ſeveral beads, 
and added others. 

In theſe diſcourſes, I have mot ctrl 
upon the controverſies of the times, nor con- 
ſidered your duty to bear tetimony 10 the 
truths of Chriſt, to his kingly office, and all 
the other branches of his covenanted cauſe  \| 
and intereſt in this land; which is a ſub- 
Jeet moſt uſeful and neceſſary to be handled | 
in its own proper place : but confidering that 

. a 2 7 


1 


it is needful you have ſome Got acquain- 2 
tance with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by faith 

of the operation of God, in order to your be- 
ing faithful witneſſes for Chriſt, Mr; Hold 
ing faſt the. word of bis patience; 1 have 
therefore endeavoured, through the Lord's 
 afſiflance, to lay the following plain and im- 
portant truths before you, from the word of 
Cod: and may the Holy Spirit breathe upon 


Zh them by his own divine influence, that throu gb 


his grace yon may be brought to believe on 
the Son of God! Aud, if you believe in 
bim with the heart, you have ground to ex- 
Peli that you ſhall be enabled by grace, accord- 

ing to your duty, to confeſs bim with your 
mouth. 

J hope you will ſtrive together, in your 
prayers to God, that the truths of God here | 
delivered may be bleſſed to the 1 lory of God, 
and the ſpirkrual benefit of ſuch as ſhall _ 
them, and ponder them in their hearts ; | 
that the promiſes made to our higheſt Lord 
Immanuel, and to us in him, may be now 
remarkably. accompliſhed in the. latter days, 
that che ifles ſhall wait for his law z 4 
in his name the Gentiles ſhall traſt z wa 
that his name ſhall endure for ever 5. | 
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Chriſt's Call to the Riſing Generation, 


SERMON 1. 


Mark x. T4. But when Jeſus ſaw it,. he was ad 
45 pleaſed, and faid unto them, 8 Her the little 
laren to tome unto me, and Ferbid them tut : 

for of fuch 1 ts the kingdom of Ged. 


E have here the welcome which Chriſt 
gave to ſome little children that were 
brought unto hinr. In the preceding 


| verſe, it is ſaid, * They brought young 
children to him, that he ſhould touch them; 
and his diſciples rebuked thoſe that brought | 


them.“ We may ſuppoſe, their parents were the 
perſons who brought them : others brought their 
children to Chriſt, to be healed when they were 


ck; but theſe children were under no preſent 


malady, only they deſired a blefling for them. 


They brought them to him, that he might touch 


them; it is elſewhere ſaid, that he might lay his 
hands upon them, that is, that he might beftow 
a bleſſing upon them. Thus Jacob put his hands 
upon the ſons of Joſeph, when he bleſſed them. 


The diſciples diſcouraged thoſe that brought them: 
they thought it would bring great trouble to 


their maſter, and therefore rebuked them, 


But our Lord Jeſus was much <difpleaſed with 5 
the conduct of the diſciples, and encourageth the 


little children to come unto him, and their parents 
in bringing them, Thoſe who come to Chriſt 
3 5 | Gem 


—— 
—_— 
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© the little children to come unto me.“ 
it, and you may truſt his word, little children; 
Jeſus, the Civiour of the world; Jeſus, Who 
faves his people from their fins, has ſaid it, that 
little children, ſuch as you are, are in his com- 


. 


8 — ſhould bring alt they have with them, 


and confidently expect a kindly welcome from 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And they who are bleſſed 


in Chriſt themſelves, ſhould deſire to have their 
children bleſſed in him; and ſhould teſtify -the 
true love they have for their children, by a concern / 
for their ſouls; and the honour they have for 
the Lord Jeſus, by devoting them to his worſhip 


and ſervice. And we may preſent our children to 


Chriſt now in heaven, that he may touch their 
And herein we 
may act faith upon the fulneſs and freedom of the 
Grace of Chriſt, who has promiſed to pour his 
Spirit upon our ſeed, and his bleſſing upon our 


offspring. 1 


hearts by bis Spirit and grace. 


The words contain a gracious call and ĩ iuritation 
directed by Chriſt to the riſing generation, and a 
direction to all with reference thereto; Suffer the 
< little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
4 not.” And here we may take notice of, 1. The 


glorious perſon ſpeaking, and inviting periſhing 


ſouls. to himſelf; < Jeſus ſaid unto them, Suffer. 


milſon, who came to feek and to ſave that 


which was loſt? 2. We may obſerve the r T5 


ſons to whom this goſpel-call is directed; it is to 


Nau, who are little children: Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not.“ « I 


to cole wath 


- Jeſus ſaid - 
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ultimate end; for the natural man ſeeks not God: 


glory; but, turning aſide from God to the idol 
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Chris Call to the Riſing Generation, un * © 
and there is in your wilt an obſtinacy and contu- 4 1 
macy againſt God, fo that you are wilful in as 
evil courſe, and refuſe to be reclaimed, Jer. viii. 6. 
Prov. viii. 36. Ezek. xviii. 31. Your will is cor- 
rupted and perverſe in reference to your great and 


and his glory for his higheſt end, but himſelf, 
Pfal. xiv. 2, 3, They are all gone aſide. Thou 
art gone aſide from God as thy reſt, and as thy 
laſt end; All things are from God, and therefore 
all things ought to be directed to God and to his 


ſelf, thou haſt uſurped the throne of God, and 
haſt gathered in the rents of his crown to thyſelf. 
And this is thy caſe whilſt thou art an unrenewed- 
man; thou art wholly. inſlaved to ſin, and canſt 
do nothing but ſin; hence the natural man is 
compared to an evil tree, that, can bring forth no- 
thing but evil fruit. 

Your memory is corrupted ; om you anda 
what you ought to forget, and forget what yon 
ought to remember. You forget God's word and: 
his works; you forget God's mercies and rods; 
you forget yourſelves and your ſins; you forget 
your convictions and the working of God's Spi- 
rit upon your hearts; and forget God himſelß, 
his grace and love manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus, Iſa. 
vii. 11. Thou haſt not remembered me, nor 
laid it to thy heart: And therefore are you ſo 
propenſe to all manner of evil; whereas the re- 
membrance of God would be an excellent. anti- | 
dote againſt all fins, - | 

And your conſcience is defiled, Tit. i. wn; There | 
is a darkneſs and vail upon it; whereas, if the candle 
of the Lord were lighted; thou wouldſt be amazed 
at "_ and at thy condition. Thy conſcience: 


2  Chrifts Call to the Riiſing G 
"by ſin is become ſenſeleſs and ſtupid, hence it * 


ſome times endeavours to exert itſelf, it is but 

weakly and faintly; conſcience is too weak for 

corruptions; like Balaam they will preſs forward to 

their wickedneſs, though conſcience ſtand like an 
angel with a ſword in his hand to ſtop the way. 

And your affections are corrupted, in that they 

are placed and fixed upon wrong objects; they 

- were given to men to be wings to their ſouls in 

their motions after God, but now they are be- 

come clogs and impediments to us in our ap- 


fections, that they have uſurped a dominion over 


fect, and not as matters are; hence you have drawn 

falſe concluſions about the ſtate and condition of 

ur own ſoul, as if it were ſafe, when you may 
well know that it is very bad. 

You have ground to be humbled for your pol- 
lution by original fin; for original ſin is the moſt 
diffuſive ſin: other fins are like particular fores, 
but this is the gangrene of the whole body; the 

underſtanding, the will and the affections are all 
. defiled and infected with it; all other ſins are like 


flaming furnace in the inward man, and your ac- 
tual ſins as ſo many ſparks of hell do flaſh forth 
from that burning lake within. And by it you. 


are not capable to feel your ſad condition, nor to 
get out of it, or return to, God from whom yon 
have revolted, till ſovereign grace interpoſe for 
your relief. Know therefore the deſperate wicked · 


man's heart is like Peter s great ſheet, Acts xi. 5. 
| | which 


called a ſeared conſcience: and if conſcience * 


the ſtreams, but this is the fountain; this is the 


neſs of thy heart, Jer. xvii. 9. Pſal. xix. 13. A 


s 


proaches to God. And ſo corrupted are your af. 


your underſtanding, ſo that you judge as you af- 


are in a moſt deplorable condition, ſo that you 
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which was full of four-footed beaſts and creeping. 
things, all unclean. Look inward, and you will 


find, that your ſinful words and actions, tho? very 


diſhonouring to God in themſelves, are yet no- 
thing to the ſea of corruption within you, where 


you cannot reach the bottom. And as you are 
children of diſobedience, ſo you are children of 
wrath, Eph. ii. 3. af were by nature children 
of wrath as well as chers. You are by nature, 
that is, by original fin, which is now -nafural to 
you, children of wrath: that is, you deſerve 
wrath, are liable to it, and under it: wrath is 
your heirſhip, and you are born to wrath, as you 
are the children of the firſt Adam. 

We ſay, conſidered in yourſelves, you are liable 
to the wrath of God; for you have ſinned and 
come ſhort of the glory of. God ; and the Lord 
hath ſaid it, The foul that ſinneth ſhall die.“ 
And you have broken God's law: now, thus faith 
the Lord, * Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things written in the book of the law 


« to do them.“ Let us conſider, that wrath has 
gone as wide as ever ſin went. When angels 


ſinned, Wrath brake in upon them as a flood,“ 
2 Pet. ii. 4. And, when Adam ſinned, the whole 


lump of mankind was leavened, and bound over 


to the fiery oven of God's wrath and vindictive juſ- 


tice: all men and women are under this wrath; 


the Gentiles, that know not God, are under it, 
Rom. ii. 12. And you who are young ones are 
under this wrath of God; you were born under 
it, but will make yourſelves twofold more ſoif you. 
do not flee from this wrath, by fleeing in to Jeſus' 
Chriſt, who hath delivered us from the wrath to 
come: and there needeth not be a ſurer mark of 
your being under this wrath, than that you never. 
e to be under it, Iſa. xxvii. 11. 2 Thedl. 


C i. 


4 
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i. 8. Hoſ. iv. 6. And no outward privileges can ex. 
empt you from this ſtate of wrath : tho? you be 


deſcended of godly parents, and can ſay, We 
have Abraham to our Father;? and tho” you 
have been baptized, - and admitted -to church- 
privileges, yet are you * children of wrath as well 
* as others.“ There is wrath upon your bodies; 
they are pieces of curled clay; and there is wrath 
upon your ſouls, ſo that you can have no commu- 


nion with God, while in a natural unconverted 


ſtate, Pſal. v. 5. Eph. ii. 12. There is wrath 
upon all your enjoyments, upon your baſket, and 
upon your ſtore, Deut. xxviii. 17. This is thy con- 
dition whoſoeyer thou art, that art yet in an un- 
renewed ſtate, and thou haſt no ſecurity for a mo- 
ment from the wrath of God coming on thee to 
the uttermoſt: and in a little time, thou knoweſt 
not how ſoon, death will be a dreadful meſſenger 
unto you; it will come armed with wrath, and 
put a charge and ſummons in thy hand, to bid 
an eternal farewel to ail things in this world, 
and to appear before the tribunal of God, and go 
to another world, where thou wilt have no portion 
but a treaſure of wrath for evermore. It is in 
hell, that the full floods of this wrath go over 
the priſoners for ever; for it will be their ſad and 


dreadful condition, to be ſeparated from the pre- 


ſence of the Lord, and to depart from Jeſus Chriſt, 


into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 


his angels, where their worm will not die, and 
their fire ſhall never be quenched. Thus, by ori- 


ginal fin, as well as actual tranſgreſſions, you are 
children of wrath; and, unleſs your nature be 
changed by the renewing grace of God, you muſt 
lie to all eternity under this load of divine wrath, 
and be * piniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction 

* from the pr eſence of the Lord, and from the 


* glory. | 
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glory of his power.“ We might likewiſe tell 
you of your ſinful condition by your actual ſins; 


your diſobedience to your parents, your Sabba th. © 


breaking, your neglecting of ſecret prayer morn- 
ing or evening 3 3 your lying, and taking the 
name of God in vain; for the ſake of which 
things the wrath of God cometh upon the chil- 

dren of diſobedience : and we might likewiſe warn 
you of your periſhing condition by reaſon of your 
fin of unbelief, and the need you have of the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt © to convince you of fin, becauſe you 
believe not in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” John xvi. 

8, 9. By this fin of unbelief, Chriſt is deſpiſed 


and rejected by you; and you * ſee no form or 


comelineſs in him why he ſhould be deſired by 

vou, tho? he be truly the deſire of all nations, 
and more excellent than all the mountains of 
prey.“ And you need not think to deſpiſe the 
love of the Father, the blood of the Son of God, 
and the promiſes of the goſpel at an eaſy rate ; for, 
Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and is baptized, 
« ſhall be ſaved; and he that ann not, _ 
by damned. . 


But we proceed to the ſecond thing a 
namely, To mention ſome of thoſe diſcoura e- 
ments that young people may meet with in coming 
unto Chriſt. And, 

1it, Some of you, who are the riſing genera- 
tion, may be diſcouraged in coming unto Chriſt, 
from the temptations of Satan, tempting you to 
delay this bleſſed work of coming unto Chriſt, and 
believing on the Son of God ; ſecretly ſuggeſting 
this thought, That it is ſoon enough for you to 
come to Chriſt: but you are called to come to 


Chriſt 7 »The maſter is come, and calleth for 


C 2 5 you” 
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* you? by name; and, if you nelgect this call, you 


may never get another. There are young ſprigs, 


as well as old logs, burning in the flames of hell ; 


and there are graves in the church; yard juſt of 
your length. Or, perhaps, you are tempted to 


| ſecurity : when the Lord viſited you with the rod 


and affliction, you then poured out a prayer, and 
came under many reſolutions ; but, when the blaſt 


of trouble is over, you are now following your 
old courſe. But, beware of deſpiſing the Lord's 


warnings : by theſe very troubles, Chriſt giveth 


ſo many knocks at the door of thy young and ſin- 
ful heart ; and, after all the refuſals you have 
given him, yet he ſtandeth and knocketh, ſaying,, 
* Behold, I ſtand at the door and knock; and if 
any man open to me, I will come in and ſup 
* with him, and he with me,” Rev. ui. 20. Or, 
you are tempted to deſpair : but conſider, that 
« Chriſt is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that 
come unto God through him ;* that the meren 
of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, is great unto the heavens; 
and that he has proclaimed his name, The Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, forgiving iniquity, 
« tranſgreſſion and fin.” Or poſſibly you are tempt- 
ed to think hardly of the Lord's way, and of his 
yoke as burdenſom and uneaſy : but know it for 
a certain truth, that wiſdom's ways are ways of 
« pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace:* and 
tho? the hearts of the children of Zion * may 
know their own bitterneſs, yet a ſtranger doth 


not intermeddle with their joy.“ 
2dly, Some of you may be diſcouraged in com- | 


ing unto Chriſt, by carnal friends and relations 
that endeavour to divert you from following the 
Lord: but the beſt that ever lived have had trials 


of this ſort; but the Lord — giveth Ar ta 


the 


Cbriſis Call to the Riſing Generation. 17 
« the faint, and to them that have no might he 
« increaſeth ſtrength ; and they that wait upon 
the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they ſhall walk 
and not be weary, they ſhalt run and not faint. ' 
zdly. You may perhaps be diſcouraged, from 
fears of falling away in the time of trial: but 
truſt in the Lord at all times, for * in the Lord 
« Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength :? and thus you 
ſhall be among the preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus ; you' 
ſhall be kept by the power of God, thro” faith, 


unto ſalvation ; and be delivered from every evil 


work, and preſerved to his heavenly kingdom 
The Lord has ſaid it, and faithful is he who hath 
promiſed, Zech. x. 12. 1 will ſtrengthen them 
« in the Lord, and they ſhall walk up and down 18 
his name, ſaith the Lord.” 

4thly, Some of you may be diſcouraged from a 
ſenſe of your own ſinfulneſs and unworthineſs: 
but know, that worthy is the Lamb who was ſlain, 
and hath redeemed us to God by his blood, out 


of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 


* nation.* The voice of angels is heard round 
about the throne, ſaying with a loud voice, Wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive power; 
and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and ho- 
* nour, and glory, and bleſſing. And you are 
warranted to truſt his promiſe who hath ſaid it: 
* Your: righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the- Lord. 
and, men ſhall be blefſed in him, and all nations 
* ſhall call him blefſed,” Pal. lxxii. 17. Are any 
of you diſcouraged from the greatneſs of your 
ſin? Then know, that Chriſt is the great God our 
Saviour, and that he hath proclaimed his name, 
ſaying, It is I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty 
© to ſave,” Iſa. Ixiii. 1, 2. Or, ate you 2 c 
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13 Chrif#; Call to the Rifng Generation. 
from the power of your corruptions? Then take 
encouragement from his own word of promiſe, 
. vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have dominion over 
« your for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace.“ And, Mic. vii. 19. © He will ſubdue our 

iniquities; and thou wilt caſt all their ſins into 

the midſt of the ſea: thou wilt perform the 
truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, 
« which thou haſt ſworn to our fathers in the e days 
6 of old,” | 


We-proceed now, in the third place, to ſpeak of 
the heavenly exerciſe which the riſing generation 
are called and invited unto, namely, to come to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by believing on him . God 
bath ſent. 
iſt, Then, your coming to the Lend Jeſus ſup: 

poſetb, that there is a call directed to you from a 
Trinity of perſons in the Godhead, inviting you 
to come, to come to Jeſus the mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of fprinkling that 
ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel. 1 John 
lil. 23. And this is his commandment, that we 
« ſhould believe on the name of his Son Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” Mat. xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt.“ Rev. xxii. 17. And the Spirit and 
the bride ſay, Come; and let him that heareth, 
« ſay, Come. And let him that 1s athirſt come. 
And whoſoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely.“ 

_ 2dly, It ſuppoſeth, that there i is room in the 
love of God, in the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and in God's covenant of promiſe, for your wel- 
come and reception who are the riſing generation, 


Luke xiv. 22. And wy there is room.“ John 
vi. 


* ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” *And, 


© have eternal life.” As all the congregation of 


| You have all acceſs to this tree of life which grow- 


der your approach unto it. Take a view of the 


Obriſts Call to the Riſing Generation, 19 
vi. 37- All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come 
© unto me; and him that cometh to me, I will in 
© no wiſe caſt out. e 

Young ones, you may be verily perſuaded that 
Chriſt calleth you by name, Prov. viii. 17. I love 
them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me 
« early ſhall find me. Chriſt is a publick blefling ; 
for © God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only 
© begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 


as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
even ſo was the Son of man lifted up; that who- 
© ſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but 


Iſrael had a good right and a warrant from God to 
look to the ſerpent lifted up, and be healed; ſo all 
that hear the goſpel, and particularly you who are - 
the riſing generation, have the call and command 
of God to look unto Chriſt and be faved, who is. 
the © ſalvation of God to the ends of the earth.” 


eth in the midſt of the paradiſe of God, the leaves 
© whereof are for the healing of the nations ;* and 
there is no cherubim, nor flammg ſword, to hin- 


encouraging promiſes ; it is the voice of them all, 
Come and welcome to Jeſus Chriſt. Thro? the 
whole goſpel, Chrift never once made an objection 
to any that came to him with reſpect to their fin- 
fulneſs or unworthineſs ; but all his complaints are 
of their backwardneſs and unwillingneſs to come 
to him that they might have life, and have it more. 
abundantly, John v. 40. The vileſt finners that 
ever were, when they came to him, were made 
welcome: Manaſſeh, Mary Magdalene, and Paul, 
who had OO the church of God. Conſidet, | 


young | 
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young ones, that it was the great deſign of the co- 
venant, that ſinners ſuch as you are might have 
the benefit of a Saviour, Iſa. lxi. 1. The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, becauſe the Lord hath © 
« anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek, 
he hath ſent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 
* to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
« opening of the priſon to them that are bound. 
Conſider with what pleaſure the Lord Jeſus un - 
dertook the work of your redemption, and with 
what cheerfulneſs he went thro' that work and la- 
bour of love; Pſal. xl. 7, 8. he ſaith, Lo, I 
* come ;* or, I haſten to come: and, when he is 
come, he ſaith, It is my meat and drink to do 
* the will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh the 
work which the Father gave me to do; namely, 
by pouring out his ſoul unto death, and making it 
an offering for ſin, that we might receive forgiveneſs 


of ſins, and an inheritance among. them that are 
ſanctified by faith in his blood. Conſider likewiſe, * 


tthat it is the end of all the ordinances that you 


may come unto Chriſt and be ſaved: for what 
| faith the word? but that thro? Jeſus is preached 
unto you the forgiveneſs of fins. What ſay mini- 
ſters? We are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as tho' 
God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in 

« Chriſt's ſtead be ye reconciled unto God. For 
4 he hath made him to be ſin for us, who knew 
no fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs 

of God in him.“ And what ſaith the ſacrament? 
This is the New Teſtament in my blood, ſhed 

« for the remiſſion of ſins. unto many; drink ye all 
« of it.” Our Lord Jeſus doth feed in the gardens, 
and he gathers lilies. The day of the ſinner's 
doſing with him, is the day of the gladneſs of 
is heart. And that bleſſed time wherein the ſou} 
: | 11 
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is determined to come to Chriſt, is that very hour 
herein he rejoiceth in ſpirit, and, ſeeing the tra- 
vail of his ſoul, he is ſatisfied. His forbearance 


Vith ſinners, and the welcome they get when they 


come, diſcover abundantly his grace and good- 


_ will towards men. He accepts of a weak eſſay at 


coming to him, even of a look, or the breathin 

out of the deſires of the ſoul after himſelf as the 
deſire of all nations. He is moſt preſſing and 
earneſt in bearing home the calls and offers of his 
grace, How long-ſuffering is he, and with what 
patience doth he wait? even till his head be filled 
with dew, and his locks with the drops of the 
* night.” Our Lord Jeſus is much concerned 
when ſinners will not come to him; it is ac- 
counted by him an Afﬀronting him, and a treading 


the blood of the covenant under foot: it drew 


tears from his eyes, and he wept bitterly over Je- 
ruſalem, becauſe, like many of you, they knew 
not the things that belonged to their peace. Thę 
Father hath ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world, you may therefore truſt him with your fal-. 
vation; and, ſeeing you are ſinners of Adam's 
houſe, you are therefore warranted to intruſt your 
ſouls with him upon his own call in the word, 


whoſe name is called JESUS, *© becauſe he ſaveth 


his people from their fins.” And thus you 
ſee, that you who are the riſing generation. are 
called to the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, and- 


may expect a gracious reception from the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who is come to ſeek and to ſave hay 

which was loſt. * 

zaly, Your comiag unto Chriſt implicth i in it, 

that the powerful efficacy of divine grace is exerted. 

in renewing you in the ſpirit of your minds, and 

——_ you willing in the dar of the mediator's 
power, 
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power, Pal. cx. 3. Thy people ſhall be willing 
in the day of thy power.” And, John vi. 44. 
No man can come unto me, except the Father 
which ſent me, draw him.” 
4thly, Your coming unto Chriſt implieth in it a 
conviction of your ſinful and loſt condition, as you 
are children of the firſt Adam; that you are children 
of wrath, and that your iniquities do ſeparate be- 
twixt God and you; that you are fatherleſs and 
_ orphans, and cannot help yourſelves by your 
' Prayers, duties or righteouſneſs ; ; and that you 
can have relief no otherwiſe but in him in whom 
the fatherleſs do find mercy, Hoſ. xiv. 3. The 
light of the Spirit of God in conviction is like unto 
the light of the ſun, making all things appear as 
they really are; but many ſee their ſin and periſning 
condition only by diſcourſe : but, when the Spirit 
of God is bringing a ſoul to Chriſt, he fixeth'the © 
vain mind of a ſinner upon the due conſideration 
3 ſin in its nature, tendency, and end, John xvi. 
8, 9. and he diſcovers to the ſoul the real great- 
neſs of ſin, by manifeſting the real greatneſs of 
God againſt whom it is committed, Hol. iv. 4. 
Ifa. vi. 3. by giving realizing views of the juſtice 
of God, who will by no means clear the guihy ; 
of the infinite majeſty of God, Job xxxvii. 22. 
and of the holineſs and purity of God, who hateth 
all the workers of iniquity : hence the convinced 
ſinner is pierced with perplexing grief, and is 
made to deſpair of any deliverance by the law or 
the firſt covenant, and is made to enquire into 
the way of relief by Chriſt in the goſpel, and to 
pant after that ſalvation that is in him, from pre- | 
fent diſtreſs and future miſery, Acts ii. 37. 
gthly, Your coming unto Chriſt implieth in 
it 28 * to him as the great God your Sa- 
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viour, and as the Lord your righteouſneſs : And 


your believing on him, and receiving him as offer. 
ed to you in the goſpel, as your Saviour and Re- 


deemer; it is to believe the report of the goſpel, 


* 


that Chriſt is the Meſſiah, the mercy promiſed to 
the fathers; that he is the Saviour of the world; 
and that he is the Chriſt, the Son of the living 
God: and that Chriſt is given of God to you in 
the Goſpel ; for this is God's record, that he 
* hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son; he that hath the Son hath life.” God 
giveth his Son to you, to be received by you, with 
a particular application to your own ſouls caſe 
and exigencies : Chriſt is exhibited in the word, 
as the great propitiation, to be received by you in 
particular, upon the warrant of the free call and 
encouraging promiſe of the goſpel. As conviction 
is particular, Thou art the man,” ſaith the Spi- 
rit ; ſo the application of faith is particular, tho” 
it be ſometimes accompanied with a ſmall degree 
of ſenſible comfort, Ifa. xlv. 24. 

6thly, Your coming unto Chriſt implieth in it 
your being eſpouſed and betrothed to him, as the 
one huſband raiſed from the dead, in a marriage- 
covenant ; © Ye are become dead to the law, by 
the body of Chriſt, .that ye ſhould be married to 
another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead,” 
Rom. vii. 4. And I will betroth thee unto me 


for ever, yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 


* righteouſneſs, and in loving-kindneſs, and in 
* mercies : I will even betroth thee unto me in 
* faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know the Lord, Hof. , 
ii. 19, 20. The ſoul going forth, and beholding 
king Solomon with the crown upon his head in the - 
day of his eſpouſals, cometh to the marriage of 


the King's ſon, to be betrothed to him for ever; 


and 


2 
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and the ſoul's motion to Chriſt is the fruit of God's 
promiſe of betrothing ſouls to himſelf in loving- 
Kindneſs and in tender mercies. You are thus, 
through grace, to come to, and truſt in, the Lord 
Jeſus for your all of righteouſneſs and ſtrength; 
to devote yourſe]ves to him ; to love the name of 
the Lord, and to ſerve him; to come with him 
from Lebanon, to look to him from the top of 
Amana and Hermon, from the lions dens, the 
mountains of the leopards; and to take him for 
your all of conſolation, who is the conſolation of 


IIxael. 


We proceed now, in the fourth place, to ſpeak 
of ſome of thoſe encouragements which the Lord 
Jeſus hath given unto the riſing generation to 


come unto him. And, 
1ſt, The full and ample call of Chriſt in the 


goſpel is moſt encouraging to engage poor ſinners 
to come unto Chriſt, and particularly to encou- 
rage the riſing generation to come unto him 
Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 
* forbid them not.” The call is directed to all the 
ſons of men, and giveth them.a good warrant to 
come, Prov. viii. 4. * To you I call, O men, and 
my voice is to the ſons of Adam.” 

2dly, The promiſe of grace, and of ſtrength 
to enable you to come, is a noble encouragement 
to come to Jeſus Chriſt, Pſal. xxii. 30, 31. A ſeed 
© ſhall ſerve him.—They ſhall come, and ſhall de- 
« Clare his righteouſneſs unto a people that ſhall_ 
© be born, and that he hath done this.“ And the 
promiſe of welcome to all that come, is moſt en · 
couraging, John 1 Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wiſe caſt out:“ or, as the word 


may be rendered, Hin that is a- coming unto me 
| (ht; 
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(that is, but eſſaying to come) I will in no wiſe 
caſt him out. 


zdly, That God is moſt glorified by thoſe that 
come to Chriſt, is encouraging to come; and that 


God has condeſcended to gather in to himſelf the 8 


revenue of his glory from the ſalvation of ſinners 
by Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. ii. 6, 7. is a moſt comfort- 
able encouragement, and ſure warrant for ſinners 
to come to Chriſt ; ſeeing, in this method of ſal- 
vation by him, there is glory to God in the high- 

« eſt,” as well as peace on earth and good-will 

towards men, Luke ii. 14. And that very mo- 
ment you come to Chriſt, you put the crown upon 
his head, and aſcribe glory unto him; and his 
glory to all eternity ſhall be great in your ſalva- 
tion, Pſal. xxi. 25. That moment you fall in with 
God's great and higheſt deſign of creating all 
things, and upholding them to this very day, 
which is, that the burden of the praiſe of Imma- 
nuel might be lifted up, and that to the ages to 
come he might ſhew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindneſs toward you thro' Chriſt Je- 
ſus; and you put in your note in a conſort with 
the angels, and the redeemed from amongſt men, 
in celebrating the grace of Chriſt, and that falva- 
tion he hath wrought, and the glory of God ma- 
nifeſted therein : and that moment you come to 


Chriſt, there is a ſhout and a ſong among the an- 


gels of God ; for © there is joy in heaven over 
one ſinner that repenteth.? oe 
4thly, God the Father hath ſent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world, John iii. 16. And this is 
a ſure warrant and good encouragement for you 
to come unto Chriſt, and to believe on him as the 
Saviour of the world. This world had been the 
very ſuburbs of hell, upon the entrance of ſin, if 
| D | the 
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the Son of God had not been ſent to be the Saviour 
of the world; and God had never received any 
thing more of a revenue of glory from this lower 
world, if the Son had not heen ſent to be the Sa- 
viour of the world. But, behold, the word was 
made fleſh, and dwelt among us; and there is a 
ſhout among the ſeraphims, that the whole earth 
is full of his glory,” Iſa. vi. 3. beeaufe God had 
more glory from the obedience of his Eternal Son, 
than from the obedience of all the hoſts of angels 
ſince ever the world began. The Lord Jeſus is the | 
great high-prieſt taken from among men, and or- 
dained for men, in things pertaining to God; and 
in the nature of man he finiſhed this work of our 
redemption; and therefore every man that hears 
this everlaſting goſpel is warranted to come unto 
him, and to truſt in him with a full confidence of 
faith to obtain ſalvation by him, who 1 is the Saviour 
of: theworld. : 
 thly, It is encouraging to you to come to je- 
ſas Chriſt, that, when poor ſinners come unto | 
him, he ſeeth the travail of his ſoul, and is ſa- 
« tisfied,” Iſa. liii. 11. He had ſore travail of ſoul 
by the ſword of juſtice awakening againſt him, 
that it might be quiet as to you ; he had ſore tra- 
vail of ſoul by the hidings of his Father's face, and 
drinking of the brook in the way, that torrent of 
vindiQive wrath which interpoſed betwixt you and 
the city of God. But, ſo to ſpeak, he reckons 
himſelf well rewarded, and is fatisfied, for all the 
ſore travail of his ſoul in the garden of Gethſemane | 
in his agony, and upon the croſs in Calvary, in 
his being through his whole life a man of ſorrows. 
and acquainted with grief; when he ſeeth the 
riſing generation coming to him for life, for righ-. 
_— .and __ and ſeeth a 2 
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God, through him, as to thy reſt, portion, and 
everlaſting bleſſegnels. 


We now provicd to make ſome application of- 
this doctrine; and that, by  addrefling ourſelves,” 
firſt, To the preſent generation : ſecondly, To the: 
riſing generation. 

I. Then, we would exhort you, who are the 
preſent generation, to imitate the example laid be- 
fore you in our text, by bringing your children 
and the riſing generation to Jeſus Chriſt the media- 
tor of the new covenant. 

And, in order to this, you would be concerntd 
to have ſome knowledge of Chriſt, and acquain- 
tance with him yourſelves: like theſe parents here 
ſnoken of, you muſt have ſome love to Chriſt, and 
an eſteem of the grace of Chriſt, and an expecta- 
tion of a gracious reception from him. Theſe 
people ih ſpoken of, they believed that Curiſt 
was both able and willing to help then; they came 
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their beſt things, with them as an offering unto 
him. They had been with him, we may ſuppoſe, 
in ſome mount Tabor of manifeſtation, and found 
taat it was good to be there; and therefore 
thought it was beſt to have their children there 
likewiſe. Imitate their example likewiſe in this, 
that they had firſt a concern about their own ſouls, 
and then were deeply concerned about the fouls of 
their children; and in that they were perſuaded it 
would be well with the ſouls of their children if 
they were Chriſt's, and no way elſe : and therefore 
they devoted both themſelves and their children to 
the Lord Jeſus, in whom alone the fanilies of the 
earth ſhall be blefſed. 
| | D 3 Let 
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Let this be your exerciſe, to bring your children 


to Chriſt, that they may obtain * the bleſſing from 
* the Lord, and righteouſneſs from the God of our 
* falvation;* for by nature they are children of 
wrath, and under the curſe. Bring them to him 
for inſtruction, that your children may be all 
taught of the Lord ; and great ſhall be the bleſſed- 
neſs and peace of your children. Bring them to 
him for ſalvation and redemption ; for he is a liv- 
ing redeemer, Bring them to him for quickening 
and ſpiritual life ; for they are dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, and Chriſt is the reſurrection and the 
life. Bring them unto him, that their perſons 
may be juſtified, and their natures ſandtified; for 
he is © made of God unto us ſanctification,“ and 
in him all the ſeed of Iſrael ſhall be juſtified, and 


© ſhall glory.” 
Conſider the marks and characters of ſuch who 


may expect to tucceed in bringing their children to 
. „And, 1. Such as make an acceptable of- 


Firing of them to the Lord, thev bring them to 


Chriſt as the altar of acceptance, Ifa. lvi. 7. Their 
* burnt-offerings and their ſacrifices ſhall be ac- 
* 'cepted on mine altar.“ 2. They are importu- 
nate with the Lord for his grace and help ; they 
are humble and ſelf-denied, and after ſeeming re- 
pulſes wait patiently on for an anſwer of peace, 
Matth. xv. 22, 24, 25, 28. And, behold, a wo- 
man of Canaan cricd unto him, ſaying, Have 
© mercy on me, O Lord, thou ſon of David ; my 


daughter is grievouſly vexed with a devil: but 


© he anſwered her not a word. Then came ſhe 
and worſhipped him, ſaying, Lord help me: 

but he anſwered and ſaid, It is not meet to take 
* the childrens bread and to caſt it to dogs. And 


* 
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* ſhe faith, Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the 
* crumbs which fall from the maſter's table. Then 
5 Jeſus anſwered, and faid unto her, O woman, 
great is thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou 
© wilt.” 3. They maintain honourable thoughts 
of Chriſt, and they believe and truſt to his word 
of grace and promiſe, John iv. 50., © Jeſus faith 
« unto him, Go thy way, thy Son liveth. And 
« the man believed the word that Jeſus had ſpoken 
* unto him, and he went his way: and himſelf 
believed, and his whole houſe.” - | 

But it may be for. a lamentation, that many of 

us, inſtead of bringing our children to Chriſt, 
' have provoked the Lord to leave both ourſelves 
and the riſing generation; (1.) By ſtoutneſs of 
heart, in not being humbled for our original ſin, 
that both we and our children ſinñed. in the firſt 
Adam, that we have loſt the image of God, and 
that our natures are univerſally corrupted. (2.) By 
our ignorance of Chrift ; for, had we attained to 
more acquaintanee and communion with him, we 
might have ſpoken of him as of a friend and an ac- 
quaintance to our children. (3.) By our unbelief, 
rejecting many an offer of Chriſt, and diſtruſting | 
- promile given to us and to our children, Acts 

ii. 39. (4.) By our carnality and worldly- minded - 
neſs, little of Chriſt being to be ſeen about us ei- 
ther in our words or actions: and by our forma- 
lity in our clofets and family-duties, in which, it 
ve had been ſpiritual and lively, we might have 
tranſmitted a favour of Chriſt to our children and: 
to others about us. 

But let the preſent generation be excited. to this 
neceſſary duty of bringing the riſing generation 
to Chriſt, from a conſideration of the encourage- 
ments the Lord hath given to you in his word. 
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Conſider, that as the promiſe is to you and to your - 


children, ſo theſe who have brought their children 
to the Lord, have met with a gracious reception : 
thus, when Hanna dedicated Samuel to the Lord, 
her offering was accepted. Conſider, the Lord 
has promiſed to pour his Spirit upon your ſeed, and 
his bleſſing upon your offspring, Ifa. xliv. 4, 5 


and that he has promiſed that Chriſt ſhall have a 


ſeed to ſerve him, and that his name ſhall be re- 
membered to all generations, Pſal. xxii. 30. and 
Pal. xlv. 17. And conſider, that God hath pro- 


miſed to circumciſe your hearts, and the hearts of 


your ſeed, to love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, Deut. xxx. 6. And in bringing your chil- 
dren to the Lord, in the ſtrength of grace, fix 
your faith upon theſe his words of promiſe ; 3 and, 
in ſo doing, you may be aſſured of ſucceſs in this 
duty and exerciſe. . 

And if the preſent generation would bring the 
riſing generation to Chriſt, then they would be di- 
refed, 1. To come to Chriſt them ſelves, as to a 
living ſtone, diſallowed indeed of men, but cho- 
« ſen of God, and precious,” 1 Pet. ii. 4. and to 
humble themſelves under the mighty hand of God, 
who reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
s humble :* to be humbled for their own fins, Pal, 
xXXxv111. 18. and to be as doves in the valleys, 


every one mourning. for his own iniquities: and 


to be humbled for the ſins of the preſent genera- 
tion, the profanity, atheiſm, lewdneſs, wanton- 
neſs, drynkenneſs, and ſcoffing at religion which 

revails; ſor the publick indignities done to the 
Lord Jeſus by all ranks, by the courts of judg- 
ment, by the ſtate's invacing the, rights of the re: 
deemer's crown, and by church-judicatories their 


filent and ſinful connivance at all the reden 
one 
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done to the Lord of glory ; and by intruſions made 
upon the heritage of the Lord, thus taking away 
the bread of life from the ſouls of the riſing gene- 
ration. And let your hearts be deeply affected 
with the ſigns of the Lord's anger, and with the 
apoitaſy of this generation. It is matter of deep 
humiliation, that the falſe prophet and the un- 
clean ſpirit are paſſing uncontroled through the 
land; the groſſeſt of errors are ſpread in all cor- 
ners, to the perdition and deſtruction of the ſouls 
of men; the ſupreme deity of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is oppoſed and overthrown ; the work of the 
Spirit of God, in the converſion and ſanctification 
of ſinful men, is denied. and ridiculed ; and ſelf- 
love 1s declared to be the principle, rule and ſtan- 
dard of all religious actions, and ſelf-intereſt to be 
their main and ultimate end: if theſe foundation- 
truths be buried, what ſhall become of the riſing 
generation, but that they will lay aſide all regard 
to God and religion, and be drenched in mere 
atheiſm and infidelity, to the diſhonour of God, 

and to their own eternal deſtruction ? And what 
reaſon have you to lament the neutrality of ſome 
that have the root of the matter, and are not- 
withſtanding continuing in a conjunction with 
theſe who have denied thoſe foundation-truths, 
and are aſſociated with thoſe that have given up 
with Chriſt's headſhip, and taken their holding of 
the powers of the earth?“ Beſides that, it might 
be made to appear, that ſuch an aſſociation is moſt 
unwarrantable, as thereby they partake of other 


* This relates to that ſtep of defection, in the church of 
Scotland, of many miniſters who read that Eraſtian act, con - 
cerning C apt. Porteus, upon the Lord's day, without any cenſure 
inflicted upon them, or any acknowledgment of their fin. re- 
quired by the judi catorles of the church, 
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doing, and correcting them for their faults. Talk 
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mens ſins, do not uſe proper means for bringing 


them to a convittion of theſe enormities that are 


cenſurable by the word of God, and thus ſuffer ſin 
to lie upon them; and, in oppoſition to the rule 
of the word, they do not withdraw from, but 
continue in conjunction with, thoſe that walk moſt 
diſorderly. It is moſt manifeſt, that ſuch a courſe 
as this cannot poſſibly be 4 proper mean to aſſert 
and defend the royalties of the redeemer's crown, 
nor to maintain the purity of doctrine, the go- 
vernment, worſhip, and difcipline of Chriſt's 
houſe, and tranſmit them faithfully to poſterity ; 
which church-officers and church-judicatories are 
moſt ſacredly hound to do, not only from the ſo- 
Jemn oath of God in our covenants national and 


ſolemn league, but by the very nature and duties 


of their office, by all the rules laid down in God's 
holy word, and by all the ties of nature; that is, 
dy humanity itſelf, and the love and regard they 
ought naturally to have for their own poſterity and 
the riſing generation. Eli's coldneſs and neutra- 
lity in the matters of God was feverely puniſhed 
in that good man; and it was in itſelf a dreadful 
judgment to the generation wherein he lived, as it 
was an effectual bar in the way of reformation, 
and as the whole tribes of Iſrael were thereby 
hardened in their courſe of apoſtaſy from the 


Lord, and, as the fruit of it, were brought under 


moſt dreadful marks of the divine diſpleaſure. 2. 
If you who are the ꝓreſent generation would bring 
your children to Chriſt, then ſet apart ſome time 
for ſecret faſting, and the prayer of faith for your 
children, Job i. 5. and irſtruct them daily in the 
good ways of the Lord, encouraging them in well- 


with 
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with them when you fit in your houſe, and when 
you walk by the way, when you lie down, and 


when you riſe up, Deut. vi. 7, Talk with them 


of their baptiſmal vows, and of their warrant to 


believe in the Lord Jeſus, and of their duty to de- 
vote themſelves to the Lord, as you have endea- 
voured, thro? grace, to do it in their name. Talk 
with them of the love of God in ſending his Son 
into the world, and of the love of Chriſt which 
paſſeth knowledge; of their duty to love the Lord, 
and of the promiſe of grace to enable them to 
love him, Deut. xxx. 6. Talk with them and 
tell them of the works of God for this land, in 
our glorious reformation and wonderful revolu- 
tion; Walk about Zion, and go round about 
* her, tell the towers thereof: mark ye well her 
* bulwarks, conſider her palaces; that ye may tell it 
* to the generation following : for this God is our 
* God for ever and ever; he wiil be our guide 
even unto death,? Pfal. x]vul. 12, 1 46 


gagements theſe lands are under to e reſis. ; 
mation, and to walk cloſely with God, by our 
covenants national and ſolemn league ; and tell 


them of our backſlidings and defections from the 


Lord, and of the breaches and violations of 
the vows of God. Talk with them of God's 
wonderful appearances for us, and of their duty to 


cleave to the Lord with purpoſe of heart. Tell 


them of the ordinances, the pleaſant palaces of Zion, 
where the king is held in the galleries: and of the 
promiſes of God, which are her bulwarks. Let 
it be your exerciſe, to ſhow to the generation to 
come the praiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrength, 
* and. the wonderful works that he hath done. 


* For he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and 


appointed 
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appointed a law in Iſrael, that you ſhould make 
t them known to your children: that the gene- 


rations to come might know them; who ſhould 
ariſe and declare them to their children: that 
.* they might ſet their hope in God, and not for- 
get the works of God, but keep his command. 
ments, Pſal. Ixxviii. 4, 5, 6, 7. Talk with 
them of God's covenant of grace and promiſe, 
which is God's teſtimony eſtabliſhed in Jacob, 
and his law appointed in Iſrael, Talk with them 
of the comprehenſive bleſſing and promiſe of this 
. covenant, that this God is our God for ever 
and ever. Talk with them of rhe abſoluteneſs 
and freedom of this covenant; and of the 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt the only proper con- 
dition of this covenant, which being fulfilled, . 


the riſing generation, as well as others, may 
warrantably _ in a claim for all the bleſſings of 
the covenan , in Ohriſt's right, and for Chriſt's 


ſake; and ack A claim will certainly be ſuſtained 


m the court or neaven. And tell them to ter 
their hope in God, who hath raiſed Chriſt from 


the dead, and giren him glory, that our faith and 
hope might be in God. 


we now proceed to conclude this diſcourſe, 
by directing a word to you who are the riſing 
generation. And, 
iſt, It is neceſſary that you examine 


_ and try yourſelves, whether or not 
| you have as yet ON to Jeſus the me- 
diator of the new covenant. 1. Then, Is it your 


exerciſe, with young Joſiah, 2 | Chick, XXXIV. 3. 
to prepare your hearts to ſeek the Lord God of 
your fathers ? Early ſeekers of Chriſt ſhall not 
ſeck him in vaio ; for thoſe that ſeek him 2 
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mall find him, Prov. viii. 17. Young ſeekers of 


the Lord have ſome inſight into the evil of fin, 


and they are tenderly affected with it; young Jo- 


ſiah his heart was tender, and he wept before the 


Lord, 2 . Chron. xxxiv. 21, 27, 30. he wept not 
only for his original ſin, and his actual ſins, but 


for the ſins of the land and people among whom 
he lived: and is this your exerciſe? The voice of 
prayer is heard among young ſeekers ; they read 


the ſcriptures, and the word of the Lord i is preci- 


ous to them; and they devote themſelves to the 


Lord, to love the name of the Lord, and to ſerve 


him, thro' the grace of Jeſus Chriſt. Joſiah, 


while he was yet young, in the ſixteenth year of 
his age, made a covenant before the Lord, to walk 
after the Lord, and to keep his teſtimonies with 
all his heart, and with all his ſoul,” 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 31, But, in order to your devoting your- 
ſelves to the Lord in a covenant of duties, you 
muſt by faith take hold of God's covenant of 
promiſe ; ſeeing you can no otherwiſe be accepted 
but through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and no 
otherwiſe aſſiſted but by the grace of Chriſt, which 
is exhibited to you in the promiſe of God's cove- 
nant. 

2dly, Do you believe in the ſon of God? Have 
you got a ſight of the king in his beauty; and 


was your ſoul made to follow hard after him; and 


were your deſires drawn out after the defire of 
all nations ?? Is Chriſt precious to you, and 
* more than another beloved?” for, * to thoſe 
that believe he is precious,” 1 Pet. 2. 7. And 
do you account all things but loſs and dung to win 
Chriſt, and to be found in him; not having your . 
own righteouſneſs, but that which is by the faith 


of Chriſt? To be found in him, as Noah was 


found 
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found in the ark, and as the manſlayer was found p 


in the city of refuge. 
| z3dly, Have your hearts been made to burn with 
love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Have you ſeen him. 
to be the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and alto- 
gether lovely ? Do you love him, and breathe af- 
ter fellowſhip with him, and nearneſs to him, ſay- 
ing with the church, Tell me, O thou whom my 
* ſoul loveth, where thou feedeſt, and where thou 
* makeſt thy flock to reſt at noon ?? Solomon's Song 
1.7. Do you love him and keepbis commandments, 
and breathe after holineſs and conformity to him ? 
Do you love his: ordinances, and eſteem a day in 


his courts better than a thouſand elſewhere, and 


delight in the place where his honour dwelleth ? 
Do you love his people, and account them the ex- 
cellent ones of the earth, in whom is all your de- 
light? Do you prefer Zion to your chiefeſt joy; 
and are you affected with the deſolations of the 
ſanctuary and grieved for the affliction of Joſeph ? 
Do you rejoice when he is honoured ; and do the 
reproaches of thoſe that reproach him fall upon 
you ? Or, 1s there nothing ſo humbling to you, as 
that you have ſo little love to Chriſt ; nothing a 
greater burden to you, than the weakneſs of thy 
love to Chriſt ; and is there nothing ſo comforta- 
ble to you as the promiſe of the Spirit, to manifeſt 
the glory of Chriſt to your ſoul, John xvi. 14. 
and to ſhed his love abroad in your hearts? Then 
you are of the number of thoſe that love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, and of theſe little chil- 
dren of whom is the kingdom of God. 


Ea | We now proceed to à word. of 
Tera Exhortation; and may the Lord, by 


_= 4 Holy OY perſuade and deter- 
mine 
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is come in the name of the Lord to ſave you, and 


who is come that you may have life, gud have. it 


more abundantly! 


1. then, We exhort you to belleve! in” the Son 
of God; for this is to come to Chriſt, and this is 
the work of God, to believe in him whom God 


hath ſent. eber the record of God concerning 
his Son ; and this is the record that God hath 


given to us eternal life; and this life is in his 


Son. He that hath the Son hath life, x John 


v. 11, 12. . You may well believe what God teſti- | 


fieth; but God teſtifieth, that he hath given to 


you eternal life, and that this life is in his Son, 


as the ſpring and fountain of this life: and he 
teſtifieth, that he hath given to you his Son; for 
he that hath the Son hath life. Faith has Chriſt, 

has the Son ; and faith only has him, becauſe God 
has given him; for faith can have nothing but what 
God gives. God gives Chriſt, and faith receiveth 
him, and hath him in poſſeſſion : but he is given 
to many that do not receive him; and this is their 
unbelief, that they do not and will not receiye God's 


gift of Chriſt, and of life in him. For though ] 


Chriſt be given in poſſeſſion only to thoſe that by 
faith receive him, yet Chriſt, and life in him, is 

given unto all that hear the goſpel, in the offer 
and right to put in your claim to Chriſt and life in 
him as yours ; and every one of you is warranted 
to receive him as yours, and lay claim to him and 
all the bleſſings of his purchaſe as your own, in a 


way of grace. He is given of God to you to be 
your kinſman-redeemer, Job xix. 25. Iſa. ix. 6. 
Ke is given to be a light to you that fit in dark 
neſs, in the region and ſhadow of death; to. be a 
ankomer; to proclalm, the goſpel-jubile, and li. 
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berty to the captives, Iſa. xi. 1. He is given to be a 
covenant to the people, Iſa. xlix. 8. to be the new- 
covenant head, the ſurety and truſtee of the cove- 
nant, and to diſpenſe all the bleſſings of the cove- 
nant. . He is given to be a reſtorer of paths to 
dwell in, to cauſe to inherit the deſolate he- 

ritages; to be thy head and huſband, to betroth 
thee unto him for ever; to be a leader to thee 
through all thy dark bewildered ſteps; to be.a 
Saviour to thee from all thy ſins; to be a phyſician 
to heal all thy plagues; and to be the ſalvation of 
God to the ends of the earth. 
What God hath ſaid and recorded, you may 
and ought to believe; now God hath ſaid, that 
he offereth .and giveth to you life, and Chriſt the 
prince of life: that he giveth to you life, and 
Chriſt the fountain of life. He that believeth 
not God, hath made him a liar, becauſe he be- 
Tieveth not the .record that God gave of his Son. 
1 John v. 10. Unbelief doth conſiſt in diſcredit- 
ing what God hath ſaid. Now, the fin of unbe- 
Hef is not your diſbelieving that God giveth Chriſt 
to the ele, that he giveth Chriſt to others; but 
your net believing that God offereth and giveth 
Chriſt to you in particular, and that you have a 
warrant and right to accept of him. Thus it was 
with the Jews; the promiſe was to them and to 
their children, Acts ii. 39. but they did not cre- 
dit the word of ſalvation ſent unto them, but re— 
jected the counſel of God againſt themſelves. And 
thus when the braſen ſerpent was lifted up before 
ail the congregation of Iſrael; if multitudes of 
them periſhed by not looking up to the braſen 
ſerpent, it was not becauſe the remedy was not of- 
ſered and given to them as well as to the reſt of the 


| eee une: becauſe they did not look to it, 
not 
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nor credit God's word that a look would cure 
them. = | | 
2. We exhort you to come to Jeſus Chriſt the 
mediator of the new covenant : and it is the voice 
of Chriſt to you who are the riſing generation, 
* Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not; for of fuch is the king- 
dom of God.” Our Lord commandeth you to be 


called; and we ſay to you, as it was faid to the blind 


man, Mark x. 49. * be of good comfort; riſe, 
for he calleth thee.* He calleth for your hearts; 
my Son, give me thy heart.“ He calleth you to 


come into a marriage-relation to him and to ſweet. 


fellowſhip with him, upon the mountains of myrrh 


and the hills of frankincenſe, till the day bre 


and the ſhadows flee away. He calleth you to 
come with all your fins to be pardoned ; with all 
your plagues to be healed; with all your wants 
to be ſupplied ; and with all your burdens to be - 
relieved. | | 


As for you who are advanced in years, though 


it is in youth he ordinarily brings ſinners to him- 


ſelf, yet he is ſovereign that way. O ſinner, if 
forty, if fifty years old, we ſay, yet even now is the 
word of this ſalvation ſent unto you; riſe, for he, 
this moment, calleth you. Thus he calleth ſome 
at the eleventh hour: and thns Paul was called 


when advanced in years, 1 Cor. xv. 8. And 


* laſt of all he was ſeen of me alſo, as of one born 
out of due time.” . 

And if yau who are the riſing generation would 
be directed how to come, then come depending on 
God's word of promiſe for grace and ſtrength to 
come; for he has ſaid it, Pſal. xxii. 31. They 
* ſhall come, and they ſhall declare his righteouſ- 
* neſs, Come, looking unto Jeſus the author and 

E 2 finiſner 
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finiſher of faith, Heb. xii. 2. and ſay with the 
church, draw me, we will run after thee.” Come 
in a mourning frame that you have been ſo long 
a-coming, that you have been among the laſt to 
bring back the king: and come rejoicing that you 
are yet called and invited to come; for, Bleſſed 
« are you who are called to the marriage-ſupper 
of the Lamb.“ 

Come then to him with all your hoſannas and 
praiſes of faith, Mat. xxi. 15, 16. for out of the 
mouths of babes and ſucklings he has perfected 
praiſe. Come to him with all your ſupplications 
and prayers of faith, to be perfumed with his in- 
cenſe; and come to him with the confidence of 
faith. And in coming to him depend upon the 
Holy Ghoſt, who is the ſpirit of faith; for it is 
the work of the Spirit, to glorify Chriſt, John xvi. 

14. And when Jeſas is ſeen in his glory, then your 
ſouls will follow hard after him as the chariots of 
Amminadib, and the language of thy heart will 
be, © Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art 

the Lord our God.“ 


__Chriſts 


riſt's 
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SERMON II. 


Gen. XXViii. 10, 11, 12, Iz, 19. And Jacob 


avent out from Beerſheba, and went toward Haran. 
And he lighted upon a certain Place, and tar · 
ried there all-night — and lay down in that place 
to fleep 5 and he dreamed, and behold a ladder fet 
ih on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: 

and behold the angels of God aſcending and deſcend- _ 
ing on it. And behold, the Lord ſtaod above it, 
and ſaid, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy Fa- 
ther, and the God of Ifaac. And he called 
the name of that place Bethel. 


K may obſerve from theſe ons and their 
connection in this chapter, that Jacob 
had this vifion in his youth, and in the day of 
his diſtreſs, when he was an exile from his father's 
houſe, and fled from the face of Eſau his brothers 
who ſought his life. 

In the words we may remark more particularly, 
1. The ſeafon of the manifeſtation : it was when 


Jacob was going from Beerſheba towards Haran, 


going from his native country to a foreign land, 
in compliance with the call of God's providence. 
2. The manner in which the manifeſtation was 
given; it was in a night viſion: and this was one 
of the ways in which God fpake unto the fathers ; 
but he hath now in theſe. laſt times ſpoken unto.us 
by his own*Son, whom he kath appointed heir of 
Ul things. z. The manifeftation itſelf; behold, 

1 34 a ladder 
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a ladder ſet up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached heaven. 'This ladder was an emblem of 


Chriſt, who * is the way, the truth, and the 
life, John xiv. 6. And he ſaw.© the Lord ſtand- 
ing above it; God as in Chriſt reconciling the 
world to himſelf, proclaiming his covenant of pro- 
miſe, IJ am the Lord God of Abraham thy fa 

ther, and the God of Iſaac. 4. The gracious. 


and kindly impreſſion this manifeſtation had upon 


Jacob; he ſays, this is none other but the houſe 
* of God, this is the gate of heaven.“ And, * he 
* called the name of that place Bethel,” Bethel, 


fi gnifies the houſe of God; though it was a ſolitary 


place, yet the divine preſence made it to Jacob: 
the houſe of God, and the gate of heaven. From. 


the words, we take notice of the following 


DOC TRIN Ez That the time of youth. ts a 


ſpecial ſeaſan of Bethel: manife/tations, wherein 


God dath manifzft to the Jouls of men the glory of 


C 57ſt, and doth reveal himſelf as a retonciled- 
Ged in Chriſt, and cond. ſcends to fhew unta them: 


his hely covenant of promiſe. 


In diſcourſing of th is doctrine vun l, be FR 


aſſiſtance, 1. Offer a few remarks concerning theſe 


Bethel manifeſtations, which the Lord frequently 
condeſcends to blefs the ſons of men with in the 


days of their youth. 2. Speak a little more par- 


ticularly of theſe tos. and ſhew. what 


it is he doth manifeſt and reveal/to the-riſing ger 


neration in the days of their ae Aud, 3. Ap: 
ply the doctrine. wy 1 TE: 


We proceed to theft ting 9 > Took | 
Sr a few Temarks . concerning theſe Bethel mani · 


feſtatious 
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feſtations which the Lord frequently condeſcends to 
bleſs the ſons of men with in the days- of theit 
youth. And, : 
iſt, We remark, That "a is a Bethel mank- 
feſtation of Chriſt in his glory in the morning of 
converſion, when the foul is firſt viſited with the 
day-ſpring from on high : this was the privilege 
of Paul in the day that he was effeQuually called, 
Acts ix. compared with f Cor. xv. 8. And laſt 


of all, he was ſeen of me alſo, as of one born 


out of due time. The day of his converſion 
was his birth-day, wherein he was born from above. 
He was a man advanced in years, and had long op- 
poſed the goſpel; and rejected the offers of grace; 
and therefore looks on himſelf as one born out of 
due time: yet it was a blefſed time to his ſoul, and 
the beſt day that ever he ſaw; it was to him a 
day of manifeſtation, wherein he ſaw the. holy One 
and the Juft, ang heard the voice- of his mouth. 
And ſo 1 is it, in ſome meaſure, to all that are ef- 
fectually called; tho? every one cannot diſtinetiy 
tell the day and time of their firſt meeting with 
Chriſt, yet every one of them has got ſuch a 
glimpſe of the glory of Chriſt, as has drawn theit: 
heart, their truſt, and he. defives of rows ſoul. to- 


wards himſelf. 


2dly, We * That the Lord's people have | 
Bethel meetings-with Chriſt in the morning of a 


renewed manifeſtation, after they have been mourn- _ 


ing without the ſun, and walking in darkneſs hav- 
ing no light. And they may be ſaid to attain ſuch 
Bethel manafeſtations,. 1. When he manifeſts him 


ſelf unto them in the glory of his perſon; in his 


offices, and in the freedom and permanency of his- 
love and grace ;; and in his comfortable relations, 
mediation, and powerful interceſſion, John xw.. 


the King in his beauty, and beheld the land that 
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21. He that hath my commandments, and keep 
© eth them, he it is that loveth me, ———and | 


* will love him, and manifeſt myſelf to him. 
2. When he looſeth their bonds, and they are made 
to walk in the glorious liberty of the ſons of God, 
Pfal. cxvi. 16. And when he hears their prayers, 
and pives them gracious and comfortable returns : 
© In the day when I cried, thou anſweredſt me, 
and ftrengthenedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul. 
And, Pſal. cxvi. 1, 2. © I love the Lord, becauſe 
he hath heard my voice and my ſupplications : 
« becauſe he hath inclined his ear unto me, there- 
* fore will I call upon him as long as J live.“ 3. 


When their ſouls are made in a lively exerciſe of 
faith to feed upon his word; when he ſpeaketh in 


to their hearts, and converſeth with them by his 
word and the motions of his Spirit upon their fouls, 
Luke xxiv. 32. And they ſaid one to another, 


Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked 


* with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
« ſcriptures 2? 4. When they attain, through grace. 
a Bethel nearneſs to God, Sol. Song i. 4, © The king 
by hath brought me into his chambers ; we will be 

glad and rejoice in thee ; we will remember thy 
love more than wine; the upright love thee.” 
Sometimes Chriſtians have attained ſuch nearnefs to 
the Lord, that they have expreſſed it, that they 
thought God could not have been ſo near a ſoul 
upon earth ; and ſome have been made to cry out, 


Hold, Lond. for I can hold no more, for I am 


an earthen veſlel;” becauſe their old bottles were 


like to break to ſhiverswith a fill of that new wine 


of fellowſhip and communion with God! 5. 


When they have had ſuch Bethel manifeſtations, 


that he has.drawn by the vail, and they have ſeen 


1 
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is afar off; and when their graces have been ex- 
cited, and drawn forth into a lively exerciſe, by 
freſh influences of the holy Spirit: and thus their 
ſpices have been made to flow out; and the be- 
loved has come into his garden, to ſee the beds of 
ſpices, and to gather lilies. 6. When they have 
had Bethel intimations made unto them: when 
the Lord has ſaid to them, * Son, be of 00g 
+ cheer, thy fins be forgiven thee; and, I 
have loved thee with an everlaſting love, there- 
fore with loving-kindneſs bave I drawn thee :? 15 
when, with the power and evidence of his Spirit, he 
* faith to them who are of a fearful heart, be ſtrong, 
fear not;* and encourageth them with ſuch a word, 
Fear not, I know that ye ſeek Jeſus who was 
* crucified ; he is rifen as he ſaid ; come, ſee the 
place where the Lord lay.“ 7. When he giveth 
Bethel communications unto their ſouls.; when 
he giveth ſtrength to them in their weakneſs, 
and life to them in their deadneſs ; when he giveth 
to them peace and pardon, and "giveth to them 
himſelf, which is more than all other bleſlings, 
Rev. ii. 28. And I will give him the morning» 
* ſtar.” He giveth them ſometimes grapes from 
Eſhcol, the firſt-fruits of the land of promiſe, a 
Piſgah view of the land afar off, a prelibation and 
foretaſte of glory, in giving them ſome drops of 
that wine that goeth down ſweetly, making the 
lips of them that are aſleep to ſpeak. Thus, 
ſometimes, they are made to begin ſome notes of 
the ſong of the redeemed here below, and have 
ſich communion and fellowſhip with God thro? 
_ Jefus Chriſt; that it is to them the gate of heaven | 
and the ſuburbs of glory. 

3dly, We remark, That there are ſome means 
and ordinances of God's appointment, wherein = 
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followers of Chriſt are privileged with theſe mant. 


feſtations. It is in the ſanctuary, in the attendance 
upon public ordinances, that they ſee his power 


and his glory, Pſal. Ixiii. 1, 2. It was in hearing 
the goſpel preached, that a great company of the 


prieſts became obedient to the faith; and it was by 
the miniſtry of the word that the Lord opened the 
heart of Lydia, to attend to the things that were 


fpoken: it is in the field of meditation, that they 


et ſometimes a refreſhing manifeſtation of the 


glory of the Lord; When I remember thee upon 


my bed,” faith the pſalmiſt, my ſoul followeth 
hard after thee.” And it is in reading and ſearch- 
ing the fcriptures, that they behold the glory of 


Chriſt, 2 Cor. ii. 18. Often (ſaid an eminent 


* faint) have I ſeen the inviſible God; and, when 
« J faw him, it was in his word.” And it was in 
the duty of prayer, Gen. xxxii. 24, 30. that Jacob 
had a moſt remarkable manifeſtation of the glory 
of Chriſt. He wreſtled with the angel of the co- 


venant till the breaking of the day, © and he bleſſed 


him there: and Jacob called the name of the 


place Penuel; for I have ſeen God face to face, 
and my life is preſerved. _ | 


4thly, We remark, That thereare ſome ſeaſons 
wherein the Lord condeſcends to give Bethel ma- 


nifeſtations to his diſciples and followers ; ſach as, 


when they are lamenting after the Lord, and'ſeck- 
ing him with an holy re eſtlefs activity, Solom. Song 


iii. 3. 1 ſought him whom my ſoul toveth.—It 
' © was but a little I pafſed from them, when I found 


© him whom my ſoul loveth : I held him, and 


would not let him go.“ When humbled, for their 


own fins, and the fins of the land, which have 
provoked him to withdraw: thus, when Daniel 


was exerciſed in this manner, it was intimated to 


him 
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him, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, Dan. ix. 


23. When ſuffering for the cauſe and intereſt of 
Chriſt: thus Moſes had a viſion of Chriſt in a 
flame of fire out of the midſt of a buſh, when he 
was bearing the reproach of Chriſt at the back of 
the Mount Horeb, and was there feeding Jethro's 
ſheep : and John, when in the iſle Patmos for the 
teſti nony of Jeſus, had the moſt refreſhing mani- 
ſeſtations of the glory of Chriſt, whoſe counte- 
nance is like the ſun ſhining in his ſtrength. When 
a perſon has difficult work to undertake at the, 
Lord's command : thus Moſes and Aaron had a 
manifeſtation of the glory of the Lord, and could - 
ſay, © The Lord God of the Hebrews hath met 
with us.” When a ſoul is tenderly affected with 
Chriſt's abſence, and is mourning becauſe the 
comforter is far away, John xx. 11, 15, 16. © But 
Mary ſtood without at the ſepulchre weeping— 
* Jeſus ſaith unto her, Woman, why weepeſt thou? 
whom ſeekeſt thou? She ſuppoſing him to be the 

gardener, faith unto him, Sir, if thou haſt born 
him hence, tell me where thou haſt laid him, and 
' I will take him away. Jeſus ſaith unto her, Ma- 


ry: the turned herſelf, and faith unto him, Rab- 


boni, which is to ſay, Maſter. Mary Magdalene 
came and told the diſciples, that ſhe had ſeen the 
Lord.“ And in times of affliction, and in the 
days of youth: Jacob was at this time in his 
youth, and was deſtitute and afflicted, being an 
exile from his father's houſe; and he has a Bethel 
manifeſtation of the glory of the Lord; and he 


called the name of the place Bethel.” 


Fthly, We remark, That frequently the moſt 


ſenſible and comfortable manifeſtations are attained 


to in the days of youth; for not only to Jacob, 
but t9, Solomon 1 did the Lord Appear in his 


youth, 


5 


2 wig — — 
— ece... 23 2 


2 — — o 
mougy —— — — — —— fon: 


© IIS us ARE A en i es 
* > 8 r 


: — OT — .. 
0 


ö 

48 Chrif*s Call to the Rife ng Generation. 
youth, 1 Kings iii. 5. © In Gibeon, the Lord is: 
« peared to Solomon in a dream by night.” 

6thly, We remark, That ſometimes theſe mani- 
une are ſurpriſing. Jacob faith, © The Lord 

is in this place, and I knewit not.” They fill the 
heart with an holy awe and reverence of God; 
© How dreadful is this place !” ſaid Jacob: and 
they bring along ;with them ſome ſweet taſte of 
Heart-warming, ſout-refreſhing communion with 
God; This is the houſe of God, this is the gate 
of heaven. Chriſt is the gate by which the 
righteous enter in; and a meeting with him brings 
the ſoul to the ſuburbs of heaven. 

7thly, We remark, that the memory of the mani- 
feſtations of God in youth, remains with the ſaints 
through their pilgrimage; thus Jacob could not all 
his life forget the manifeſtations of God in his 


youth, and the thoughts of them were freſh and 
ſupporting to him on his death-bed, Gen. xlviii. 3. 


God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in Ca- 


© naan, and bleſſed me.” And the Lord himſelf 


doth keep a record of his gracious viſits to ſouls in 
their youth; hence it was that he ſaid to Jacob, I 
am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedſt 
© the pillar, and vowedſt the vow.” 

8thly, We remark, 'That frequently the . Lord 
doth make uſe of his rod in the days of youth. As 
we haye formerly obſerved it was Jacob's caſe ; ſo, 
if it is thy caſe, reader, then plead the promiſe of 


God's covenant ; I will cauſe you to paſs under 


„the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of 
the covenant,” Ezek. xx. 37. The deſign of the 


rod is to bring you into the bond of the covenant / 


and the Lord himſelf hath undertaken to. bring, 


you, tho? you are neither able nor willing to come 


of yourſelves. This bond of the covenant will 
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not rot in the grave, for it is an everlaſting cove- 
nant : and the bleſſings of this covenant are'free 
to needy ſinners, ſuch as you are; hence the blef< 
fings of the covenant, for their freedom, are called 
mercies, the ſure mercies of David. Mercy, Iam 
ſure, will anſwer thy caſe, be what it will: O, 
then, truſt a promifing God, and put the work in 
his hand, who has ſaĩd it, I will cauſe you to paſt 
under the rod, and 292 5 vou into the bond ty 
< the covenant. a 


We proceed, in the ſecond place, to weak a lit. 
tle of theſe manifeſtations, and to ſhew what it 
is more particularly the Lord doth manifeſt and 
reveal to the riſing generation, whom he favours 
with a gracious viſit, and brings to ſaving arquaint- 
ance with himſelf, in the days of their youth, 


And, 


iſt, They get a manifeſtation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the mediator betwixt God and man. Jacob ſaw 
a ladder ſet upon the earth, and the top of it 
reaching to heaven: this ladder was an emblem of 
Chriſt, who is called © the way, the truth, and the 
life, John xiv. 6. And he is the mediator be- 
tween God and man, thro” whom we approach unto 
God. Chriſt the Son' of God, like Jacob's ladder, 
was ſet upon the earth, in his incarnation and birth 
at Bethlehem; and the top of it reached hea- 
ven, in his deity and divine nature: thus, when 
he was upon earth, he affirmed of himſelf, that he 
No man hath aſcended 
to heaven, but the Son of man which came down 


| © from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 


heaven.“ The ladder, the foot of it upon the 
earth, and the top of it in heaven at the ſame time,. 
was an emblem of in his Ar wn 
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1 Tim. iii. 16, © Great is theewyſtery of. -godli- 
© neſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh,- juſtified in the 
© Spirit, - preached to the Gentiles, believed on in 
* the world, received up into glory.“ Heaven and 
earth are brought together, through Chriſt's me. 
diation; and there is an union by him betwixt 
God and man, an union of peace and 'reconcilia- 


tion, an union of friendſhip, and an union of end 
and deſign, And, thro? him, there is a bleſſed -in- 


tercourſe and communion betwixt heaven and 
earth; for, thro” him, by one Spirit we have acceſs 
to the Father, and come to God the judge of all; 


and, thro' him, we believe in God, Whoraiſetl hm | 
from the dead, and gave him glory, that our faith 


and hope might be in God: and we have boldneſs 
to enter into the holieſt of all by the blood of je- 
| ſus, thro' the new and living way, which he hath 
_ conſecrated for us by the vail of his fleſh. This 
ladder is fixed faſt in the earth, in his ſatisfaction 
upon the croſs, in his death and deep humiliation; 
and the top of it is fixed as faſt in heaven, in his 
aſceniion, exaltation, and interceſſion within the 
vail. - And it is a way and a ladder for the inhabi- 
tants of the earth: the foot of it is not ſet in hell, 
for the fallen angels; no, there is a great and an 
unpaſſable gulph betwixt heaven and that Place of 
ſeparation from God; but the foot of it is ſet 
upon the earth, for che ſons of men; and every 
man, young or old, who hears this everlaſting goſ+ 
pel, is invited, called, and warranted: to coine to 
God thro? Chriſt, who is © the way, the truth, and 
« the life: there is no cherubim or flaming ſword 
to obſtruct your acceſs; but the Spirit and the 
© bride ſay, Come; and let him that heareth 
ſay, Come; and let him that is athirſt, Come: 
and whoſoever will, let him come and take the 
„ Water of life freely?“ 6 


ꝛdly, The Lord doth manifeſt . him- 
ſelf to ſinners; in the days of their youth, as he is 
4 God in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto him- 
ſelf. 9 Jeb 135 4 
Jacob, in this viſion which he had in his youth, 
ſaw a ladder, an emblem of (Chriſt in his media · 
tion; and he ſaw the Lord ſtanding above it, pro- 
claiming his bovenant of promiſe, ſaying, 61 r. 
« the God of Abraham thy Father.“ N 
God is ſeen, in Chriſt, in his ineffable . 
the glory of all his infinite perfections: he is 
the eternal, ſelf-exiſtent - being; he is IEH O- 
VAH, and his glory he will not give to another. 
The glory of his infinite holineſs and juſtice is 
1 in Chriſt, Whom he hath ſet forth to be x 
« propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the 
« Juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus ?: 
He is ſeen in Chriſt as a reconciled God, welb 
pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake, Matth. iii 17. 


Lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, This is my be⸗ 


{ loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.“ God is 
well pleaſed with Chriſt, and with all thoſe who 
ue in Chriſt; and thoſe who are in Chriſt are well 
pleaſed, with Chriſt, and well pleaſed, with God as 
de is in Chriſt: for God, as he is in Chriſt, is a 
reconciled God; yea, he is in Chrift reconciling 
* the world to bimſelf;“ willing, on Chriſt's ac 
count, to be reconciled to any man of the world 
whatſoever who hears this goſpel; and beſceching 
ſinners to be reconciled to him, through Chriſt, 

2 Cor. v. 19, 20. God is ſo well pleaſed with the 
ſatisfaction of Chriſt, that he doth intreat and ob- 
felt ſinners to believe his love and good - will to 
them, to ſtand no more at a diſtance from him, 

but ta take the- benefit of peace, of pardon; of” 
Fe 3 graca 
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grace and glory, for Chriſt's ſake, and upon the 
account of what he hath done, who was made ſin 
for us, tho? he knew no ſin, that we might . 
the righteouſneſs of God in him. 

God is ſeen in Chriſt as a promiſing God, Gen. 
XXviii. 14. 15. And in thy ſeed ſhall” all the f- 
milies of the earth be bleſſed:“ and, © behold; 1 
am with thee, and will keep thee in all places 
vvrhither thou goeſt.” The divine preſence 1s pro- 
miſed, preſerving and perſevering grace is pro- 
miſed, the bleſſing is promiſed; and he commandeth | 
the bleſſing out of Zion; even life for evermore. 

God, as he is in Chriſt, is a giving God; The 


* land whereon thou lieft, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy ſeed, Gen. xxviit. 13. The earthly Ca- 
nan was à type and figure of heaven: the inhe- : 
xitance of the ſaints in light is given of God, herein ? 
the earneſt of it, and hereafter in the full poſſeſſion 
of it; for he giveth grace and glory, Pfal. Ixxxir. : 
11. he giveth the new heart, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. the : 
heart to know the Lord, to love the name of the 
Lord, the heart of fleſh. In the firſt covenant, tl 
man was to give ſomething to God; in the new co- 
venant, God giveth all things to ſinful men, in 8 wy 
way of free and ſovereign grace; he giveth them - 
to inherit all things, and he will be to them w God; 
and he giveth to them the kingdom: © Fear not, Ye 
© little flock, it is the Father's good phe to co 
* give you the kingdom.“ Cl 
God, as he is in Chriſt, is a forgiving God; he 905 
Bas proclaimed his name, The Lord, the Lord the 
God merciful and gracious, forgiving iniquity, WW 7. 
* trangrefſion, and ſin.“ He is in Chriſt reconciling Ch 
the world unto himſelf, and not imputing theit Wl *© 
* treſpaſſes unto 'them ;* becauſe he made him i 


* * for us, who knew no ſin, that we e 


nn 
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made the righteouſneſs of God inhim,? 2 Cor. v. 
19, 21. In Jeſus, we have redemption thro? his 


blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins.” Through him, 


all manner of ſin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven 
unto men; and we receive the forgiveneſs of ſins, 


and an inheritance among them that are ſanRified, 


by faith that is in him. Thro' him, God has pro- 


miſed to. © be merciful to our unrighteouſneßs and 
to remember our fins and iniquitjes no more 
It is therefore a full and free indemnity, which God 


has publiſhed thro! Chriſt in the geſp e! tid 


And God, as he is in Chriſt, is loye, x John iv. 8, 
16. God is not only loving, but he is love itſelf ; ; 
and, by the exerciſe of faith, you are to believe, 
realize, and be perſuaded of his love to your fouls 
through Jeſus Chriſt, and for his ſake alone, 1 John 
iv. 16. © And we, have known, and believed the 
jove that God hath to us; God is love. Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
* us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for 
* our fins; and ſent his only begotten Sen into 
the world, that we might live through him. 

And God is known and revealed in Chriſt, as our 
own God; God, even our own God, ſhalt bleſs 
© us:* and © he that is our God, is the God of ſal- 


vation.“ Have you ſeen God as he is in Chriſt? 


You can have no faving,. nor any comfortable diſ- 
covery of God to your ſinful. ſouls, but as he is in 
Chriſt : out of Chriſt, he is a conſuming fire, God 
is only known and revealed in Chriſt as love,; as 
the Lord God merciful and gracious, pardoning ipi- 
quity : and if you have not ſeen him, as he is in 
Chriſt, ſtanding above Jacob's ladder ; you heve 
never yet known God, nor ſeen him as he is. 

zdly, God doth frequently manifeſt and reveal to 


ee in the days of 9 hie: hely cove · 
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nant of promiſe. Jacob in his youth ſaw this lad 


, ; * 


der, an emblem of Chriſt, and JEHOVAH ſtand- 
ing above the ladder, proclaiming his covenant of 


, 


promiſe, ſaying, * 1 am the God of Abraham, and 


of Iſaac; and, T will be with thee; and will 
keep thee.” The ſeeret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him, and he ſheweth tliem his covenant : 

he ſheweth the freedom, the excellency, and the 


ſtability of his covenant; and ſhewetli them the 
- great. and glorious betnnge and prividenes that are 


in his covenant. 

He ſheweth them, - that God himſelf is in the 
covenant : thus he ſaid to Jacob; * F am the God 
* of 'Abraham thy father : I will be with thee, and 


-« will keep. thee.” And this is the great promiſe of 


the covenant, I will be your God; and ye-ſhall be 


my people.“ Zech. xiti.-g. * I will fay, It is my 
* people; and they ſhall ſay; The Lord is my God.“ 


God has made over himſelf to you in the covenant, 
as your God in Chriſt's right; and as your God in 


way of promiſe, to be believed and reliecon thro 


Chriſt ; as your Ged in a' way of grace, and not in 


à way of merit, or in a way, of works. Beware then 


that you reject not tire Coirſel of God againſt your 


-own ſouls. 
| Chriſt is ſeerr to ve 3 in the covenant as the medi- 


ator of the covenant, and as the teſtator of the co- 


vrenant; as the contracting party upon man's ſide in 


— 


the covenant, and as having fulflled the condition 
of the covenant in his ererlaſting Tighteoufneſs ; 
as having purchaſed all the · bleſſings of the cov- 


nant, and as diſpenſing all the grace of the cove- 


vant to needy*deftitute ſinners of Adam's houſe. 


The Holy Spirit of promiſe is ſeen to be in the 


eovenant, as thy teacher, comforter, ant ſanRiber ; 


nd yownretta believe in the! Holy Ghoft, * 


— 


Bim to quicken thee under thy deadneſs, and to 

enlighten thee under thy darkneſs ; and you | 
are to depend upon him to manifeſt the gloty of 
Chriſt to your ſouls, and to bring the words of 
Chriſt to a P ei Jer nt] ot Was 
XVI. 14. 

'The blefling i is Ine: Seiten Gal. ini. 130 14. 
That the bleſſing of Abraham might come on 
© the Gentiles through jeſus Chriſt.“ The bleſſiag. 
of a free-gifted righteouſneſs is in the covenant. z- 

the everlaſting righteouſneſs of Meſfiah the Prince, 
which reigneth to eternal life; through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord: the blefling of the pardon and. remiſſion 


of ſins is in the covenant ; and: the bleſſing of fel- , 


lowſhip with God in his erdinancks here, and in the 
immediate enjoyment of him in heaven here 
after. 
The preſence of God, to be with you, is in the 
covenant: thus he faid to Jacob, I'will be with 
© thee, and will Keep thee.” His preſence to be 
with you, in proſperity and adverſity, in life and 
at death; to be with you, to comfort you in all 
your tribulations; to ſupport you under all your 
burdens; to direct you in all your ſtraits; to 
guide you with his counſeſ while here, and t death 
to receive you to glory. The Lord's keeping” ahd 
- ſafe preſervation is in the covenant, to keep thee 
from ſin, from Satan's devices and temptations z ; 
to preſerve thy ſoul; to preſerve thy going out, 
and coming in, Pſal. exxi- to deliver thee from 
every evil work, and to preſerve thee” to hay hea- 
venly kingdom. 
God's faithfulnefs, power, Ne AE a is in the 
- covenant, to ſecure the accompliſhment? of alt tat 
ne hath promiſed, Gen. *xviit. 15. Iwill not leave 
« thee, till L have dane that which Ihave ſpoeen to 
theecof.“ Heaven, and the kingdom that cannot 
- I; | | ber 
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de moved, is in the covenant of promiſe ;: Canagn 
vn a type of heaven, and God ſaid to Jacob, 
„The land on which thou lieſt will I give thee.” 
And death, the paſſage to heaven, is in the coye- 
nant z For all things are youre, whether Paul, or 
© Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things preſent, or things to come; all 
are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, 1 
1 Cor, iu. 22, 33· | | 


We proceed to 9 the doctrine i in an uſe of 
examination, and of exhortation. And, 
e © Thoſe who have ſeen God: as in 
e Chriſt, and to whom JEHOVAH hath 
; revealed his holy covenant of promiſe, 
are ſuch as, thro', Chriſt have believed in God, 
© who raiſed him up from the dead, and gave him 
* glory, that our faith and hope might be in God, 
Pet. i. 21. They truſt to the promiſe, and wit 
for the accompliſhment of the promile, thro' 
: many contrary-like. appearances and trials of their 
faith, becauſe they judge him faithful who hath 
; promiſed ;; and they plead the promiſe in their dark 
- hours, with the confidence of faith, Pſal. cxix. 49. 
Remember the word unto thy ſervant, upon 
which thou haſt cauſed me to hope. 
2. Theſe who have ſeen God as he is in Chriſt, 
Have avouched him for their God, Pal. xvi. 2.0 
my ſoul, thou. haſt ſaid to the Lord, Thou art 
my Lord. They have joined themſelves to the 
Lord, to love the name of the Lord, and to ſerve 
kim. T hey have taken hold of God's covenant of 
. promiſe, Iſa. lvi. 6 And as they account it a 
faithful ſaying, ſo they judge it worthx of all ac- 
. .ceptation, © That, Chriit came into the work to 
2 ander Ht Oy e are e 12 
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3. They cleave to the Lord with purpoſe of 
heart. Having ſeen him who is inviſible, ſeen the 


glory. of the inviſible God in the perſon of Chriſt, 
they” -* chooſe rather to ſuffer affliction with the 

people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of 
* ſin for a ſeaſon,” Heb. xi. 25. 

We conclude this diſcourſe, exhorting 1 
you to believe, and be perſuaded of the in. 
promiſe of God, Heb. xi. 13. Theſe a 
« all died in faith, not having received the promiſes,” 
in the accompliſhment of them, but having ſoen 
them afar off, and were perſuaded of them, and 
* embraced them, and confeſſed that they were 
« ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth.” Believe the 
promiſe as ſpoken to you, and truſt to & as a 
ground of faith to thy ſoul : for it is a covenant of 


| promiſe ; and the promiſe is publiſhed to you, that 


it may be credited, believed, and truſted to by you. 
TH great promiſe of the chvenünt 'i is, I will be 

* your God, and: ye mall be my people, and and this 
promiſe is given to you; for * there are given unto 
* us exceeding great and precious promiſes. It is 


given to- be received by your faith and truſt in the 


mercy, love, grace, and faithfulneſs of God, brought 
near unto you in the promiſe, as the ground of 
thy faith and aſſured confidenee. Nothing is more 
free than a promiſe, and the freedom of 'the cove- 
nant is a great encouragement to you to believe and 
truſt to the covenant of promiſe. It is a covenant 


of grace, which was made for the unworthy and ill- 


deſerving, and none elſe: and therefore, tho? un- 
worthy, thou art warranted to truſt to San cove- 
rant of promiſe. Y | ; | 
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SERMON IT. 


Gen, xxviii. 20, 21. A1. Ma wowed a vr, 
. ' ſaying, F God will be. avith me, and keep m 
' then ſpall the Lord be my Gad. Jer. iii. 4. 19. Wilt 
| thou not from this time. cry, unto me, My Father, 
tou art. the guide of” my youth? And I ſaid, 2 hou 
Halt call me, My Zabr, e not er 
en me. 


N 8 ve may We 1. What was 

Jacob's exerciſe in the days of his youth; be 
nomad a vow at Bethel, ſaying, .* If God will be 
with me, or, as it may be read, ſeeing God will 
be with me, ſeeing God has promiſed to be with 
me, and has revealed his covenant of promiſe unto 
me, has made over himſelf to me in the covenant 
as. my God; therefore * Jehovah ſhall be my God, 
4.truſt to him, 35 a promiſing God, that he vill 
be my. God, thro” Chriſt Jeſus; I depend dn him 
as my God, and devote myſelf to his ſervice; wor⸗ 
ſnip, and obedience: then the Lord ſhall be my 
God.“ This exerciſe of Jacob, in the days of 
his youth, is recorded as a pattern worthy of 0 
imitation, who are the riſing generation. 

2. In the other place of ſcripture, Jer- A 4 
we have God's own warrant to take, hold of his 
covenant of promiſe in the days of our youth. 
« Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, my- 
y Father, thou art the guide of my youth . 1 
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3. In theſe words we have an encouraging e 
miſe of grace, to enable us to put in our claim to 
this wonderful relation in which God is pleaſed to 
ſtand to us in the new covenant; * And 1 ſaid, 
« thou ſhalt call we, nay decke and naſe not n 
away from me. 


7 Y = - TY 1 wi 


por itz 1 2 21 my "6 5 1 
eſpecial jeaſon , tubing holdſef God's count of- 
promiſe ; ſo aue ought to depend upon God's pro- 
miſed grace, to enable us to come Serjenaly: f imo the 
bond of, the cepunant. 1 74: 135 20.2 DER h 30 

t tn 18 4 * 3 1 2 HL, 

In, diſcourling this 3 08g we e ſhall endeavour, 
by divine aſſiſtance, 1. To-ſhew, that as. God in 
the covenant ſtands in the relation of our God, 
ſo we ought, in the application of faith, to ſayy 
* The Lord ſhall be my God.“ 2. Speak a little 
of the import of theſe words, Wilt thou not 
from this time cry unto me, my Father, thourri 
© the guide. of my youth? 3. Offer a few remarks 


concerning the encouraging promiſe of grace, to 


enable us to put in our claim to God as ſtanding 
in the relation of a father i Chriſt Jeſus unto ane, 
who are fatherleſs, deſtitute ſinners of Adam' 5 


. 4: Aer the er in * (erm inferences 


To -ſhew, that as God in the. 1 1 in 
the relation of our God, ſo we ought, dy the ap- 
plication of faith, to ſay, The Lean m 
God: And this ead -ſhall be e mſider 
few obſervations. r e 

1ſt We may take noticeandobſerve, thatman,] by | 
the breach of the firſt covenant, forfeited all right 
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Chriſt as the ſecond Adam, in virtue of his fulfil. - 
ing the condition of the covenant of grace, by 


his everlaſting righteouſneſs, acquired a new claim 


and title to this relation of God as our God; hence 


it is ſaid of him, as the new-covenant head, Pſal. 
læxxix. 26. He ſhall cry unto me, thou art my 
father, my God, and the rock of my ſalvation.” 
Sin had made this world, which was like Eden 
the garden of the Lord, to become like the valley 
of the ſon of Hinnom, a place of crying and 
howling; and it had been eternally fo, if the Son 
of God had not appear'd in our behalf, and be- 
come the contracting party on man's ſide in the 
covenant of grace: but, behold; in this howlmg 
wilderneſs a cry is heard from the new-covenant 
head, as a public perſon, in the name of all his 
followers, © Thou art my God, the rock of my 
« ſalvation.” And hence it is that our Lord faith, 
I aſcend to my father and your father, N27 to my 
© God, and your God.“ 

2dly, We may obſerve, that the great and leading 


bleſſing of the new covenant is the promiſe of a co 


venant- relation to God as our God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Jer. xxxi. 33. But this ſhall be the covenant that I 
< will make with the houſe of Iſrael, after theſe 
days, faith the Lord I! will be their God, and 
8 they ſhall be my people.” I will be their God; 
this is the ſouPs bleſſedneſs: an intereſt in . 
as our God, is the fummary of all happineſs; it 

is heaven itſelf, and the very heart and firſt glory 


of heaven, Rev. xxi. 7. the author of this relation 


is God himſelf; © I will be their God, and they 


15 ſhall be my people.” They ſhall be an accept- 


ed people, through Chriſt the new-covenant head, 
accepted through his righteouſneſs; and they 
be my people, an holy and Ran ee we 
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the ſpirit and grace of Chriſt the head of the 8 
deemed from among men. The author of this 

relation is God himſelf; I will be their God, 


« and they ſhall be my people.” * I will be, ſpeaks I 


grace ; and they ſhall be,“ imports the ſame: 
and it being God's I will be,” and they ſhall be 
it is infallibly ſure, and lays the moſt ſolid foun- 
dation for faith and hope. The ground of this 
grant of grace, and the title to claim it, is God's 
covenant: but this ſhall be the covenant hat 1 
will make with the houſe of Iſrael, I will be: their 
God.“ The right ſhall be conveyed to them Finthe 
way of a covenant, the covenant made with Chriſt 
the ſecond Adam and repreſentative of his ſeed, 
a covenant that ſtands faſt in his ſuretiſhip and 
ſatisfaction; and upon the account of his doing and 
dying, I will be their God:“ upon the account 
of what Chriſt has done, which is the greateſt of 
doings, the moſt noble and glorious that poſſibly 
can be done, I will do this; I will do all I can do, 
all that a God can do for them, I will be their 
God.“ Man could do nothing for himſelf; but, 
* when we were without ſtrength, in due time 
© Chriſt died for the ungodly.” When man could 
do nothing, then God did do great things, the 
greateſt things, things that angels and Men ſhall 
eternally wonder at; for he made over, himſelf to 
man in the way of his covenant, that ſtands 
faſt with Chriſt; This is the covenant I will 
„make with the houſe of Iſrael, I will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my people.“ 
3dly, We obſerve, that your privilege is great, 
in this that God is your God through Chriſt Jeſus, 
Deut. xxxiii. 29, 26, 27. Happy art thou, O II. 
* Tael, O people ſaved by the Lord: for there 
is none like the God of Jeſurun, who rideth up- 
on the heavens for thy help. and in his excel- 
4 _ 
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Y lency on theſky; the eternal God is thy r efuge, and 


* underneath are the everlaſting arms.“ You are hap. 
Py, for God is your God; God the father is your fa. 
ther to love you; God the Son is your Saviour to ſaye 


you from your ſins; God the Holy Ghoſt is your | 


teacher, your comforter and ſanctifier. All God's 
perfections and attributes are yours; his mercy is 
yours to pardon you, his wiſdom yours to direct 
you, and his power is yours to protect you: his 
omniſcientce is yours to watch over you, his holi- 
neſs is yours, to ſanctify you and make you holy, 
and his goodneſs is yours to beſtow grace and glory, 
and all good things upon you ; his omnipreſence 
is yours to attend you, and ſolace you in all places 
and conditions; his eternity is the date of your 
happineſs, and his faithfulneſs is your ſecurity, and 
inſures the accompliſhment of all he has promiſed 
in the covenant unto you ; his juſtice is yours to 
puniſh your enemies, and his all- ſufficiency is yours 
to make you compleatly happy. And his perfecti- 
ons, as made over to you in Chriſt, are a ſuitable re- 
medy for all the evils which ſin has brought upon 
thee; his wiſdom cures your ignorance, his grace 
your guilt, and his power your weakneſs; his mercy 
is a remedy for your miſery, his faithfulneſs for 
' your ingonſtancy, and his holineſs for your impu- 
rity; and his fulnefs ſupplieth all your wants. 
And, ſeeing God is your God, all his promi- 
ſes are yours, all his gifts and graces are yours, 
and all bis creatures are yours; his creatures on 
earth are yours to ſuſtain you; his angels are yours 
to guard you, and to encamp about you; this 
world is your ſojourning place, and his heavens are 
your country and inheritance. | F 
And he will be your God, not for days, months 
or years, but every day, in every place, and in 
5 erer 
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every condition; for he ſaid, I will never leave 
« thee, nor forſake thee.” He will be your God 
in all the troubles you meet with, and will ſupport 
you; he will be your God at death, Pſal. xlviii. 
14. and when all earthly comforts fail you, he will 
not fail you. He will be your God after you are 
dead ; Mat. xxii. 31, 32. that which was ſpoken 
to Moſes at the buſh, was ſpoken to you by God, 
ſaying, * I am the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. God is not the 
© God of the dead, but of the living :* for the 
dead in Chriſt do live unto him, and with him; and 
therefore their bodies, which are rotting in the 
grave, ſhall rife again; for he is the God of the 
whole man, and the body is a part of the man. And 
he will be your God for ever in heaven, Rev. xxi. 
4. God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their 
God.“ Happy art thou then, O irach, a people 
ſaved by the Lord! 

4thly, Weobſerve, that you are not only warrant- 
ed in a way of faith to apply this'great promiſe of 
the covenant to yourſelf, but grace is promiſed to 
enable you in a way of believing to ſay, the Lord 
© is my God.” Thus Jacob in the exerciſe of faith 
ſays in the text, the Lord ſhall be my God: and 
this language of faith has been the dialect of tbe 


church in all ages, Pfal. -xci. 2. 1 will ſay of- . 


* the Lord, he is my refuge ; my God, and in him : 
* will I truſt,” The Lord faith in the promiſe, 

* I will be thy God ;? and faith, in applying the pro- 
miſe, ſaith, the Lord ſhall be my God; I will 
* ſay of the Lord, he is my God,” I will fay in a 


way of faith and believing, what God hath ſaid in 


a way of promiſe; for the promiſe is given to be 


truſted to, to be credited and believed : every one 


that reads the promiſe is warranted to believe the 
— promiſe 
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promiſe with application ; for the promiſe i is ſpoken 
to you by God, as much as it was ſpoken to Judah, 


Jer. xxxi. 33. © I will be their God, and they ſhall 


be my people.“ The Lord faith, © I will be thy 
« God,” for Chriſt's ſake; and do you therefore 
fay, with aſſured confidence, the Lord ſhall be 
* my God,” for Chriſt's ſake. The grace of the 
Holy Spirit is promiſed to you to enable you to ſay 
It, Zech. xi1. 9. I will ſay, it 1s my people; 
* and they ſhall ſay, the Lord is my God.“ I will 


ſay, it is my peopjie,” through Jeſus Chriſt, and 


his righteouſneſs and ſatisfaction; and they ſhall ſay, 
* the Lord is my God,“ through Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his righteouſneſs and ſatisfaction. God cannot be 
the God of a finner ſuch as you are, otherwiſe 
than through Chriſt; and he will be the God of 
ereiy ſinner that puts in his claim to him through 
Chriſt, and in his right. Are you pleaſed with the 
great grant and premiſe of the covenant, * God 


for your God?” and have your eyes been open'd, 


to ſee Chriſt in the glory of his perſon ? And has 
your heart been made to acquieſce in the tenor of 
the covenant, the holding of grace, through the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus? And have you been mads 
to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, as an eternal debtor to 
his grace, renouncing all other confidences ; * count- 


ing all things but loſs for the excellency of 


the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus your Lord; that 
you may be found in him not having your own 


* righteouſneſs whichis of the law, but that which 


* is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith ?? Phil. iii. 8, 9. Then 
thou haſt ſaid it, the Lord is my God.“ And 
you may know for your comfort, that this God 
is your God for ever, and will be your guide even 
* unto death,” 


God | 
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God giveth himſelf to you, in the promiſe, for 
your God. Chriſt is a prophet, to reveal God to 
you; he is a prieſt, to bring you to God; and a 
king, to keep, you with God : and therefore truſt 
to him, and depend upon him as the mediator 
betwixt God and you. And God is willing to be 
your God ; and this is the ſeaſon of mercy, to ob- 
tain God for your God: and I can tell you, as 
God as in heaven, if you do not take him for 
your God, you will repent it to all eternity. 

But can you not ſay, that in ſome meaſure this. 
is your exerciſe, through grace, to make choice 
of God for your God, Pal. xvi. 2. and to give 
yourſelves to the Lord, 1 Cor. viii. 4? And, are 
not you well pleaſed with the contrivance of ſal- 
ration, becauſe itis fo much calculated for debaſing | 
ſelf, and exalting free grace 

And, ſeeing God giveth himſelf to you through 
Chriſt, it is your great buſineſs, in the ſtrengths 

of grace, to accept of God in Chrift for your 
chief end, to aim at his glory in all you do, 1 Cor. 
x. 3I. and to accept of him as your chief happi- -- 
neſs, the reſt of your ſouls, and the delight of b 
your hearts, Pſal. cxvi. 7. to take his will and 
law for your rule, and to accept of him in Chriſt 
for your portion and up-making-all, Lam, ui. 24. 
And you are to devote yourſelves to bim, to be ac- 
cepted in the beloved; preſent yourſelves in ſoul 
and body a living ſacrifice, acceptable through 
Chriſt the goſpel- altar, Ifa. lvi. 7. You are to live 
to him who died for you, and roſe again; you are 
to obey what he commands, in his ſtrength; and 
you are to be ruled by his laws, and diſpoſed of 
70 by his providence : you are to give all you have to 
ven him, your foul with all its faculties and powers, BR; 
; your body with all its members ; your underſtanding | 
zod | G 3 to 
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to know him, and to think upon him ; your will 
to chuſe him; your heart to love him; your eyes 


to read his word. and behold his works; and your 
Tips to pray to him, to bleſs and to praiſe him. For 
you are not your own, but bought with a price; 
therefore glorify God in your bodies and ſpirits, 
which are God's. Account not your life dear to 
you, if he call you to witneſs for him, even to 
reſiſting unto blood ; but let it be your concern in 
all things to lift up the burden of his praiſe; for 
you are a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, 
that you might ſhew forth the praiſes of him who 


© hath called you out of darkneſs into his marvel- | 


* lous light. 5 


Secondly, We proceed to ſpeak a little of 
what is imported in theſe words of the text, © Wilt 
thou not from this time cry unto thee, my fathers 
© thou art the guide of my youth ?? And, | 

1ſt, Thefe words do import that a call and in- 
vitation is directed from God to you who are the 
riſing generation, to take hold of his covenant of 
promiſe: and thus ſaith the Lord to you, and to 
every one of you in particular, wilt - thou not 
from this time cry unto me, my father ?? This 
s a meſſage to you from God, and the word of ex- 
hortation ſpeaketh unto you as unto children. 
24ly, It importeth, that every, one of you in 
particular muſt perſonally take hold of the cove- 
nant. The faith of your parents will not ſave you, 
nor give you an intereſt in the covenant, unleſs 
you yourſelf believe in the Son of God. Wilt 

+ thou not,” in particular and by name an e 
cry unto me, my father 
| 34ly, It importeth, that God publiſheth an in- 
demnity and an act of grace, and is to * 
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by all your former refuſals of Chriſt, whether you 
are young or old: wilt thou not, from this time,” 
cry unto me, my father? Whatever you have 
done in former times, - behold now even yet is the 
accepted time, the day of ſalvation! To day, if 
* you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
© as in the provocation, in the SP of e 
in the wilderneſs.” 

4thly, It importeth, that it is moſt acceptable 
to God, that you in particular take hold of his 
covenant, and call him father in Chrift's right, 
and in Chriſt's name, and by the aſſiſtance of the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, You may ſpeak it, yea, cry it to. 
God himſelf; andit will be melody ſounding ſweet- 
ly in the court of heaven, and before a throne of 
grace: wilt thou not from this time cry unto Pe, 
my father ? 

5thly, It importeth, that the Lord himſetf 
anſwereth all your objections againft calling him 


my father. There can be no reaſon againſt it, but 


your own unbehef, that you will not call him my 
father; wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, 
* my father?” Your firſt father Adam died, the 
head of the firſt covenant died, and left you and 
all his other children fatherleſs : but the Lord 
ſpeaketh an encouraging word to you in the new 
covenant ; a call is directed to you who are father- 
leſs, from him in whom the fatherleſs do find mer- 
cy; © wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, 
© my father ?* here he declares that he is willing 
to ſtand in the relation of a father in Chriſt vnto. 


-you, and directs you to lay claim to him in the re- 
lation of: a father: and though you ſhould ohject 
that your treſpaſſes are grown up to the heavens, 


and your ſins are more than the hairs of your head;; 


vet * faith, as appears from the context, tho? 


* thay 


M 
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thou haſt played the harlot with many lend; 


« yet return unto me, faith the Lord. Wilt thou 
© not from this time cry unto me, my father ?* 
Sthly, It importeth, that the grounds of faith 
laid down in the word are ſtable and folid, ſo that 
the chief of ſinners, who hear this everlaſting goſ- 
pel, may venture their fouls ſalvation upon them, 
with an aſſured confidence of faith; fo that they 
may not only ſay and whiſper it with a ſoft voice, 
but they may cry it with a full breath in the hear- 
ing of angels and men, to the glory of God in 
their ſalvation, Thou art my father, my God, and 
the rock of my ſalvation. Wilt thou not from this 
time cry unto me, thou art my father ?* Faith, when 
it is planted in the foul and drawn forth into ex- 
erciſe with a ſight of its object, is exerted with 
the greateſt freedom, and with the complacency 


of the whole ſoul ; for, according to the ſtrength 


of faith, the cry and acclamation is raiſed, and 
doth ring and echo through the whole man, thou 
art my God, the rock of my ſalvation.” And 
faith, where it is, doth not only realize its object, 
but believeth with a particular application to the 
man himſelf, ſaying, my father. Wilt thou not 
from this time cry unto me, my father?” 


7thly, It doth import, that youth doth need 


a guide. Wilt thou not from this time cry un- 
to me, my father, thou art the guide of my 

« youth ?? Young men need a guide i in their way, 
how to cleanſe their way, Pal. exix. 9g. By what 
means fhall a young man cleanſe his way? By 
taking heed thereto according to thy word.“ The 
way of your heart is a polluted way ; and you. 


would acknowledge it to be ſuch, if you knew the 
plague of your own heart, 1 Kings viii. 38. Had 


you a ſpiritual and — diſcovery of the 
ache 
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atheiſm; ſelf-conceit, ſelf-righteouſneſs, enmity, 


_ earthly-mindedneſs, vanity and blaſphemy with 


which your hearts are defiled ; and that your hearts: 


are deceitſul above all things, and deſperately 


wicked; you would be perſuaded that you infinite- 
ly need it, that God, by his word and Spirit, ſhould 
cleanſe this way of your heart. You need to have 
the way of your worſhip cleanſed, to be guided of 


God to worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; to 


have the way of your walk and converſation 
cleanſed, that your corruptions may be mortified, 
and you may be kept from youthful luſts which 
war againſt the ſoul, and that you may have your 
* converſation in heaven, from which we look for 
* the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned 
like his glorious body.” Youth is obnoxious to 
many temptations, eſpecially in this ſinful and 
corrupt day wherein we live; and you need to 
have God for the guide of your youth, that you 
be not led into temptation, but delivered from all 


evil. And though you be young, yet your dying 
day may be at the door, and a journey juſt before 


you through the dark mountains, through the dark 
valley and ſhadow of death. You therefore greats 
ly need to have this God for your God for 
ever and ever, and to be your guide even unto 
death, and through death, till he bring you 
to that land where the inhabitant ſhall not ſay I 
am ſick, and the people thereof are forgiven their 
Iniquity, E | 


8thly, It importeth that young men may have 
God for the guide of their youth, and may lay claim 


to him in that relation; wilt thou not from this 
time cry unto me, my father, thou art the guide 


of my youth?” Nothing doth diſhonour him more, 


nothing 
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nothing doth offend him more, than that you do 


not in particular, and for yourſelves, put in your 
claim for his ſtanding in that relation to you, of a 
father, and of the guide of your youth. Can you 


have a better father than God? And can you have 


a better guide, than a father, for the guide of your 
youth ? Your heavenly father has infinite wiſdom, 


and he is a God of infinite power, and his love to 


you is an infinite love; and, are you not in a ſafe 


cuſtody -by his infinite power, and under a ſafe con- 


duct by infinite wiſdom and love? 
Young men, it is the voice of God to you, truſt 
in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not 
to thine own underſtanding; in all thy ways ac- 
knowledge him, and he will direct thy paths.“ 
The Pſalmiſt ſaid it, and do you ſay it likewiſe, 
through grace; O God, thou art my truſt from 
« my youth,” Pſal. Ixxi. 4, 5. 

Depend on God in Chriſt, for teaching, Pſal, 
| Ixxi. 14. © I have been taught by thee from my 


© youth, and hitherto I have declared thy works.“ 


O how refreſhing and inſtructing are the leſſons 
be has taught his people in their youth! By one 
fuch leſſon you will know more of God than by 
hearing, and reading, all the days of your life: to 
hear and to read are means of his inſtitution, but 
they are ineffectual without the teaching of his 
Spirit. By his teaching, you will be enabled to 
declare his wonders ; his wonders in the works of 
nature, in the works of creation and providence; 
the wonders of his grace, and of his love ; the 


wonders of his mercy and goodneſs to your ſouls: 
Come hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell 


you what he hath done for my foul. . 
And his teaching will be effectual to bring oy 
to Chriſt, and to 1 you in Chriſt * 
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every one that hath heard, and learn'd of the Fa- 
ther cometh to the Son: and it will, fit you ta 
bear his yoke in your youth, his yoke of obedi- 
ence, and his yoke of ſuffering, as he ſeems meet 
to call you to it, Lam. iii. 27. * It is good for a 
man that he bear the yoke in his youth.“ 


Thirdly, We now proceed to offer a few re- 


marks concerning the encouraging promiſe of 
grace, to enable us to put in our claim to. God as 


ſtanding in the relation of a. father in Chriſt unta 


us, who are fatherleſs, deſtitute linners of Adam's 


my And, ; 
. We remark, that wioption; 7 TY 
the privilege of ſonſhip, is . | Remarks, 


one of the bleſſings of the new. 

covenant. In the firſt covenant Adam was the.Son 
of God by creation; but in the new covenant we 
become the Sons of God by regeneration, by adop- 
tion, and by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. The eternal 
Son of God is become the Son of man, by his in- 
carnation ; and through him, as the new-covenant 
head, the hand of the redeemed from-among men, 
we have communion. with the God and father of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as our God and father, in 


his title and right. And may we nat, in a tranſ- 
port of holy wonder, cry out with. the apoſtle, 
1 John iii. 1. Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 
be called the Sons of God! The ſpirit of adop- 
tion crying, Abba father, is one of the bleſſings 
of this covenant of promiſe. And it is an article 
of this new covenant, that the prodigal ſon ſhall 
ſee and be convinced of his loſt eſtate in the firſt 
covenant ; that his firſt father Adam died, and 
left his eildren fatherleſs ; that we all ſinned "ied 
1 
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died in him as a public perſon, and are therefore con- 
ſidered in ourſelves both deſtitute and without hope 


in the world, Pſal. xlv. 10. © O daughter, hearken, 


© and incline thine ear; forget thy father's houſe, 
and thine own people.“ Thy father's houſe, the 
firſt Adam's family, is a broken houſe; there is nei- 
ther food nor cloathing in it, nor any ſanctuary in it 
to protect periſhing ſinful ſouls from the vindictive 
wrath of God; but in Chriſt's father's houſe there 
are many manſions, and a table is covered in it, 
to ſatiate every weary ſoul, and to repleniſh every 
ſorrowful ſoul. 

2. We remark, that there is an almighty effi- 
cacy in the grace of God, conveyed to the 
ſouls of men through the promiſe of the 
new covenant; thou ſhalt call me, my father. 
Though God reveals himſelf as a father in Chriſt; 
yet not one ſoul would ever have cried to him, thou 
© art my father, had not the Lord pledged his 
faithfulneſs for it in the promiſe; © I ſaid, thou 
* ſhalt call me, my father.“ I, who am Jehovah, 
have ſaid it; and what J have ſaid ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed: I faid it, who ſaid, * let there be light, 
and there was light,” when nothing but darkneſs 


covered the face of the deep: I have ſaid it, and 


therefore the unbelief and enmity of thy heart, 
and all the ſnares of the world, and temptations 
of Satan combin'd againſt thy ſoul, ſhall not be 
able to gainſay it: I have ſaid it in a way of pro- 
miſe, and therefore thou ſhalt ſay it in a way of 
faith and believing, © thou art my father, thou 
© art the guide of my youth :* thou ſhalt ſay, 


thou art my father ;* and ſhalt ſay it with the 
greateſt freedom of choice and election, and with 
the trueſt kind of liberty; and, with a jubilee. 


running through thy whole ſoul, thou ſhalt cry 
unto 
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unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and 
« the rock of my ſalvation.. 

3. We may remark, that it is by the 69295 of 
the Son, and in the right of the Son of God, the 
firſt· born from among many brethren, that we 
can only ſay unto. God, Thou art my father, 
thou art the guide of my youth,“ Gal. iv. 6. 

4. We remark, that it is for the glory of | 
God, that we call him, © my father,“ in Chriſt's 
name, and in his right and title. God did never 
put any thing in a promiſe but it was for his own 
honour and glory ; and he has promiſed. it, thon 
ſhalt call me, my father. But perhaps ſome may 
ſay, is this promiſe directed to me? and ĩs it for 
the glory of God, that I in particular call him, 
my father?” Ves, it is. The promiſe is abſolute, 
without any condition or limitation; and it is di- 
rected to all who hear this everlaſting goſpel, and 
gd it is directed to you as well as to others. 

Your having a Bible put into your hands, wherein 
this word of grace is recorded, is a full warrant to 
you to believe it, and apply it to yourſelves. It 
is a word of grace directed to loſt ſinners, to thoſe 
; that are fatherleſs ; and you cannot deny that you 
are one of that ſort and kind. It is then the will 
of God, that you call him, my father,“ in the 
name of Chriſt ; for it is his will, that his promiſe 
be belieyed, and truſted unto. Nothing will pleaſe 
him ſo well as that you call him, my father,” in 
Chriſt Jeſas; and that you flee into the — Aa 
of his love, thro? the ſon of his love, Mat. iii. 17. 
* This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

« pleaſed.” God is well pleaſed with Chriſt, and 
with all thoſe that are in Chriſt; and thoſe who 
are in Chriſt are well pleaſed with Chriſt, and they 
are well pleaſed with God as he is in Chriſt : for 

H God, | 


| N 
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God, as he is in Chriſt, is a reconciled God, and 
a merciful father, forgiving 1 iniquity, tranſꝑreſſion, 
and ſin; and he reſts in his love.” 

We remark, that we may depend upon the 
| promiſe of God for grace to enable us to call him 
my father. The promiſe looketh to you that 
cannot call him, my father ; thou ſhalt call 
me my father.” And it is one of the true 
fayings of God, of him whoſe name is faithful 
and true: thus faith the Lord, Thou ſhalt call 
me, my father.” It is not from any good diſpoſiti- 
on in you, but from grace and love in me; and it 
is not from any power and ability in you, but from 
my faithfulneſs in the promiſe, nd from my al- 
mighty power to accompliſh it, that * thou ſhalt 
call me my father.“ And heaven itſelf, as it 
were, is wrapt up in this promiſe, thou ſhalt call 
me, my father; that is, Thou ſhalt know me to 

be Jehovah, to be a God in Chriſt, and ſhalt call 
me father; thou ſhalt know my name as it is in 
Chriſt, know my mercy, my love and grace, in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; and thou ſhalt chooſe me for thy 
God and portion, and call me, my father: thou 
ſhalt truſt in me for grace and glory, for the upper 
and nether ſprings, and call me my father; thou 
ſnalt fear the Lord thy God, honour and ſerve me 
with reverence and godly fear, and call me, my 


father; and thy heart ſhall be circumciſed to love 


the Lord thy God with all thine heart; and thou 
ſhalt be enabled to depend upon me for every 
thing thou doſt need, from the ſhoe's latchet to the 
great falvation, and to come to me day with all 
thy wants and complaints, as a child to his father 
able and ready to help him; for thou ſhalt call 
me, my father, and ſhalt not depart. from me; 
thou ſhalt not depart from me,“ but thou ſhalt 


lie and die about my hand; and, waiting thus 
on 
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on the Lord, * thou ſhalt renew thy ſtreugth, and 
mount up with wings 4s eagles ; thou ſhalt walk 
© and not weary, and thou * run and rot 
« faint.” 


We now proceed to make ſome application of 
this doctrine; and, in the firſt place, 1 in a way of 
examination and trial. And, 

1. Theſe who have taken hold of God's cove- 

nant of promiſe, have ſeen themſelves to be in a 


ſinful and miſerable ſtate by the breach of the firſt 


covenant : you have ſeen that the variance betwixt 
God and you is very great, and that the quarrel is run- 


ing very high : you have been made to approve of, 


and rely upon God's method of ſalvation ; account- 
ing it a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all accepta- 


tion, that Chriſt came into the world to fave ſinners, 


of whom you are chief: you have renounced all 
other confidences, and you depend upon the me- 


diation of the Lord Jeſus in all your approaches to 


God; and you have a daily correſpondence with 


him, as appearing in the preſence of God for us, 


coming to him with all your wants to be ſup- 
plied, with all your plagues to be healed, and with 
all your fins to be pardoned. 

2. You will have a deliberate complacency i in 
the covenant of promiſe. As we ſhow ourſelves 
the children of the firſt Adam, by the natural bent 
to the covenant of works; ſo the believing ſoul 
has a liking and reliſh of the new covenant pro- 
poſed in the goſpel, and faith of it, It is all my 


( ſalvation, and all my deſire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
3. How do you pleaſe the way of holding in 
this covenant, an holding of grace, an holding 


upon what Chriſt has done? Doth the grant and 


dipoſition of the new covenant pleaſe you well, 
* 2 
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fo. that you delight to hold all in the redeemer” 3 
right, and to ery to God through him, thou art 


my father, the rock of my falvation ?* How ſtand 


you affected to the new-covenant head? Do you 
glory in him only? Iſa. xly. 25. And, do you re- 
joice in Chriſt Jeſus, having no confidence in the 
fleſh ? Phil. iii. 3. Ard, do your hearts ſometimes . 
durn with love to an unſeen Saviour; and, is he 


to you the plant of renown,” the pearl of great 


price,” and more excellent than all the mountains. 
of prey ?? And, do you look upon yourſelyes as 
bankrupt creatures? And, are you well pleaſed 
that he has all your ſtock in his hand, and that in 
bim are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge ? For * they ſhall hang upon him all the 

* glory of his father's houſe, and all the veſſels of 
greater and ſmaller quantity. 'The great end and 
deſign of the new covenant, which is to, glorify 
God, to Eonour Chriſt, and to abaſe ſelf, is reliſhed, 
with complacency by all the ſpiritual ſeed of Abra- 
ham ; they ſee grace in it, mercy in it, wiſdom 
and love in it, and heaven dawning in it; there | 13; 
nothing in this covenant they would have out of 
it, and there is nothing out of the covenant they 
would, have in it, and they rejoice in it, as © we 
ordered in all things and ſure.” 

4. The righteouſneſs of Chriſt the new-cove- 
nant | head, will be the only ground of your con- 
fidence, Phil. iii. 7, 8. you will deſire to be found 
in him, having that righteouſneſs which is by the 
faith of Chriſt ; and this you will rejoice and glory 
in, that his name is, the Lord our righteouſneſs.”, 
The eternal Son of God, in the covenant, con- 
ſented to become man, and to be the federal head! | 
and repreſentative of an ele& world, Iſai. xlii. 3. 
Pla, lexxix, 19. The breach between God a 


R et Oi a i is. 


* © & © © 


it 
t 
E 
al 


t 
E 
4 
1 
* 
ry 
a; | 
4 


— } 
Pg * 
* 


Chrifts Call to the Rifag Generation. 77 


man was greater than to be done away by one tra- 


yelling between parties at variance, to reconcile 
them with bare words: there could be no cove- 
nant of peace betwixt God and ſinners, without 
reparation of damages done to the honour of 
God through fin, and without honouring the law 


by an exact obedience; and the Son of God ſaid, 


© lo! I come,” Pfal. xl. 7. I put myſelf in their room 
and law-place, as the. ſecond Adam; to do both 
theſe in the obedience of my life, and in the ſuf- 


ferings of my death. And let us here adore the 


condeſcenſion of the Son of God in becoming man, 
a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief! Thus 


be condeſcended to be brought into the rank and 


order of creatures, who is over all God bleſſed 
for ever, Rem. ix. g. He condeſcended to come 
into the rank of inferior creatures, to take the na- 
ture of man, and not the nature of the angels, 
Heb. ii. 16. And he aſſumed the human nature 
after it was blaſted by ſin, and withered with the 


curfe; for he took on him * the likeneſs of ſinful. 


fleſh, * Rom. wi. 3. So that, though he was not 


| a.ſinner,. yet he looked like one. And by this 


aſſumption and his incarnation, his deity was veiled 


and his glory eclipſed, Phil. ii. 6, 7. for he hum» 
| bled himſelf, and 3 himſelf of no reputation, 


that he might glorify God upon the earth, and 
that in his righteouſneſs we might. be exaltet. 

And the eternal. Son of God condeſcended to 
be the federal head and repreſentative of an elect 
world, to tranſact in their name, Iſa. xlii. 1, 3, 6, 
7. Iſa. xlix. 1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9. Pfal. Ixxxix. 19. 
1 Cor. xv. 47. The holy one of God repreſented 
wretched ſinners; the beloved of the father repre- 
ſented the ſinful company. And hence the righr 


teouſneſs of Chrift ; 8 ee to his:people e | 
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proper imputation at all) ſo as their faith, repen- 
tance and ſincere obedience are therefore accepted 
as their evangelical righteouſneſs, on which they 
are juſtified ; But Chriſt's righteouſneſs is imputed 
to them in itſelf, even as Adam's-ſin was imputed 
to his poſterity': for Chriſt obeyed and ſuffered as. 
4 public perſon, in the room and law-ftead of his 


people repreſented by him ; even as Adam finned 


as a public perſon,. and his poſterity finned in 
him, and fell with him, Rom. v. 12, 19. Rom. 
vill. 3, 4. 1 Cor. xv. 22. Rom. vi. 23. And hence 
the covenant of grace is abſolute, and not condi- 
tional to us; for, it being made with Chriſt as re- 
preſentative, the condition of it was laid upon 
bim, and fulfilled by him! in his enn 325 
eouſneſs, 


We now — to an uſe of etfortation. And 
we ſolemnly exhort you, whether young or old, and 
that in the name of the eternal God, and in the 
name of his Son Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, that you, 
and every one of you that ſhall read theſe lines, 


do perſonally, and for yourſelves, embrace and 


take hold of God's covenant of promiſe. - Take 
Bold of it as left to you: for there is a promiſe 
left you of entering into God's reſt; beware left 


you come fhort of it, Heb. iv. 1. And the pro- 


miſe is given to you and to your children, to 
de believed and truſted to, and apphed by you; 
Acts ii! 39, 49. And this will be your condemna- 
tion, if you reject the eounſel of. Gee againſt 
- your own ſouls. 

When the but gets a FRO iſcovery of God 
as he is in Chriſt, it is not one bleſſing that at- 
tends i, but a mulritude of A even all the 
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preſented by him, in its effects only, (which is no 
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fure mercies of David: Acquaint thyſelf" now if 


* with God, and be at peace with him, and#thereby 


good ſhall come unto thee.” You cannot know _ 
God until you ſee him in Chriſt; and, ſince God 

is in Chriſt, you may now, without delay, acquaint . 
yourſelf with God: and if once you are acquainte 
with God, and know him, and fee him ® 
in Chriſt; you cannot but be at peace with him 3 


for you will ſee him as he is in Chriſt, © reconciling 


© the world unto himſelf; you will fee him to be 
love, 1 John iv. 10. And ſeeing him to be love, 
you will love him who firſt loved you; and loy< 
ing him, you will be at peace with him, who is 
the God of peace, who brought again from tis 

dead the Lord Jeſus, the great ſhepherd of the 
© ſheep, by the blood of the everlaſting covenant.* 
And the firſt fight you ſee of God, as he is irs 


Chriſt, will draw your heart unto him with-cords 


of love; and that day will be the day of the firſt viſit 
of the day ſpring from on high to thy ſoul, the 
day of thy eſpouſals unto Chtift, and of thy con- 
verſion unto God. And this will be the day of 


| God's working ir thy heart the work of faith with 


power, and of his betrothing thee unto himſelt 


for ever, in faithfulneſs, and in righteouſneſs, in 
i 


loving-kindneſs, and in tender mercies. © 
If the queſtion be: moved, what is it to take holck 


of the covenant of promiſe? We 'anſwer, that 


the way to take hold of the covenant, or the way 


to enter perſonally into the covenant of grace, is 


to unite to Chrift the newicovenant head by faith. 
And may a day of the mediator's power accompany 
any ſmall "endeavours that are made, to ſpeak of 
the myſtery of faith in the believing application. of 


the promiie of God's covenant* It will be matten 


of the moſh mournful lamentation, if the ark of 
the covenant be opened unto you in the goſpel, 
- and 
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and not one ſhelterleſs ſoul of Adum! 's ant flee | 


into it for refuge. 

It is only under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
that you can perſonally come into the covenant, 
Iſa. xliv. 4. and xlv. 24. And you come perſonally 


into the covenant made with Chriſt the ſecond 


Adam, by the following ſteps; (1.) Through the 
grace of the divine ſpirit, you are-to;be convinced 


of it, to ſee and believe, that you are loſt, ruined 


and undone in Adam by his breaking the firſt eo- 
venant as a federal head and a public perſon, Rom. 
v. 12, 19. 1 Cor. xv. 22. And, (a.) That by 
nature you are wholly corrupted, averſe to good, 
and prone to evil, Gen. vi. 5. (3.) That by na- 
ture you are under the curſe of the broken law, 
and bound over to the revenging wrath of God, 
Gal. iii. 10. (4+) That you are utterly unable to 
help yourſelves out of this gulf of fin and —_ 
into. which, you are plunged, Ezek. xvi. 4, 5, 6 
(5.) Believe that there is a covenant of grace, for the 
rllef of loſt finners, eſtabliſhed between God eſſen- 
© tially conſidered, and the Lord Jeſus as the head of 
the redeemed from.among men, or, between, the fa- 


ther as repreſenting the deity, and his eternal Son 
as the ſecond Adam, wherein. the Lord Jeſus un- 


dertook to fulfil all righteouſneſs as a public per- 
fon, and. the father contracted to beſtow all bleſſ. 


ings upon that account; and that this covenant of 


grace is a free and an abſolute covenant, and not 
conditional as to you; for, the covenant being 
made with Chriſt as repreſentative, the conditions 
of the covenant were laid upon him, and fulfilled 


by him, in and by his holy birth, his righteous liſe, 
_ and. fatisfaQury death, Pal. Ixxxix.. throughout. | 


(6.) Believe that the covenant af grace, fulfilled in 
the condition of it by Chriſt the amen 


head, 
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| head, and certainly to be fulfilled: in its promile, ' 
is, in Chriſt crucified, -really offered to you in par- 


ticular, in the goſpel ; and that you are called to 


the fellowſhip of it, in him: for, to you is the 
word of ſalyation ſent; and the promiſe is to you, 
* and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
* even as Many as: the Lord our God fhalk call, Acts 
ji. 39. and xiii. 26. (-7.) Believe on the name of 
Chriſt crucified, offered and exhibited to you in 
particular, as the Lord our righteouſneſs, as tlie 
great high-prieſt of our profeſſion, -ordained for 


men, and who hath made reconciliation ſor the 


ſins of the people, and is the end of the law for 


righteouſneſs. To him give all the prophets wit- 


* neſs, that through bisname, whoſoever believeth 
in his name, ſhall receive the remiflion of fins.* 

(3.) Believe in him, and devote yourſelves unto 
him, and worſhip him as the king of Zion, and 
governor among the nations. Hearken unto him 
as your prophet ; and, in his ſtrength, reſign your« 
ſelves in ſoul and body, and all you have, unto' 
him, to be taught by his word and fpirit, ruled by 
his laws and diſpoſed of by his providence ; to be 
his diſciple and ſpouſe, his fervant and follower, 


Ia. xliv. 4, 5. And through his grace, renounce 


all other lords and lovers, Hoſ. xiv: 4, 5, 8. and: 
paſs yourſelves into the Redeemer's right, to be re- 
ſcued from fin and Satan, from the preſent e vil 
world, and from death, hell, and the grave. Vou 


may truſt in him as king in Zion ſor ſanctiſication? 
for he is an heart - conquering and a ſin- ſubduing 


Lord: © he will ſubdue our iniquities, and will caſt 

* all our fins in the depth of the ſea, Mic. vi. 19. 

(9) Through Chtiſt, believe in God, as thy God 

and father, in his title and right, Pſal. Ixxxix. 26. 

* He ſhall cry unto me, thou art my 9 
o 
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God, and the rock of my ſalyation.' And believe 
in and depend upon the Holy Ghoſt, as thy ſanc- 


tifier, comforter, teacher and remembrance, I Cor. 
vi. 19. John xiv. 26. and xv. 26, 27. 
__ © To-day, if you will hear his voice, Barden not 
« your hearts.“ The word of exhortation {| Peaketh 
unto you, as unto children; My Son, give me thy 
heart. Come with me from Lebanon, my ſpouſe, 
* with me from Lebanon -Alſo the Son of the 
ſtranger, that taketh hold of my covenant, and 
« zoineth himſelf to the Lord to love the name of 
© the Lord, him will I bring to my holy mountain, 
* and your burnt-offerings and ſacrifices ſhall be 
accepted upon mine altar,” Iſa. Ivi. 6. 7. 
2ſt, Conſider, that it has been the 
Motives. practice of all the ſaints, in all ages, 
to come perſonally into the bond of 
the covenant. Thomas ſaith, Thou art my 
© Lord, and my God ;* and the church doth put in 
her claim to the covenant- relation, The Lord is 
* my portion, ſaith my ſoul, therefore wilt I hope 


7 


in him,“ Lam. iii. 24. See alſo Pſal. xvi. 2. and 


Ixxiti. 25, 26. 2dly, Conſider, it is a buſineſs no 
other perſon can do for you, if by grace you 
do not perſonally come into the bond of the cove- 


nuant for yourſelf. The parent cannot do it for 


the child, nor the huſband for the wife, Jer. ix. 25. 
Mat. viii. 11, 12. Amos ix. 7. 3dly, The call 


to come into the bond of the covenant is perſonal,” 


directed to every man who hears the goſpel ; un- 
to you 1 call, O men, ' Prov. viii. 4. And the 


anſwer ay faith to the call muſt therefore be per- - 
ſonal ; * When thou ſaidſt, ſeek ye my face, my 
© heart ſaid, thy face Lord, will I ſeek. | Surcly/ 


« ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have L righteouſneſs 
* and * Pal. xxvii. 8. Ia. xlv. 24. and xliv. 5. 
4thiys 
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4thly, Conſider, this is the ſeaſon of coming 
perſonally into the bond of the covenant; it is 
the ſeaſon of youth with ſome of you; and © it is 
good to bear his yoke in your youth. The Lord 
appeared to Solomon, at Gibeon, in his youth; 
and Obadiah feared the Lord from his youth, It 
is the voice of the Son of God to you, I love 
them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me early 
© ſhall find me, Prov. viii. 17. It is a time of back - 
ſliding and dẽfection with us all, for we have for- 
ſaken the Lord God of our fathers; and there- 
fore it is a ſeafon wherein we ought to ſay, © I will 
* go and return to my firſt huſband; for it was 
better with me then, than it is now: and it is en- 
couraging for us to return, that the Lord, the 
God of Iſrael, hateth putting away.” And it is 
a time of threatened judgments, and therefore a 
proper ſeaſon for taking hold of God's covenant ; 
for when the decree bringeth forth, and the day of 
the Lord's controverſy approacheth, there will oy ; 
no ſafety but in the ark of the covenant. ' 
As for directions, I ſhall only fay, (1.) That you 
are to take hold of the covenant of promiſe, in an 
humble and confident dependance upon the grace 
and ſtrength of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without 
whom you can do nothing; depending upon a pro- 
miſing God, and upon the Holy Spirit of promiſe, 
Ifa. xliv. 5. and xlv. 24. Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 26. John 
XV. 4, 5- and Jahn i. 16. (z.) You are to take 
hold of it cordially ; for with the h:art man 
« believeth unto righteouſneſs ;* and Pfal. xvi. 2. 
The Pſalmiſt ſaith, O my ſoul. thou baſt ſaid un- 
to Jehovah, thou art my Lord.” 1 (4+): You are 
to take hold of the covenant with judgment and 
ſolid conſideration, and not with a mere flaſh of 
affection, Hoſ. i 1 will betrothe thee: unto 
« me 
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me in judgment.” And, (4.) You are to take hold 


of the covenant ſpeedily, and without delay : for 


the maſter is come and calleth for you; and bleſſed 
are you who are called to the marriage · ſupper of 
the lamb. It is the voice of God to you this very 
day; I will ſay, it is my people: and they ſhal 

<©rfay the Lord is my God, Zech. xiii. 9. And 
though you find not that enlargement which you 


and averſeneſs be your burden, as they are your 
ſin ; eſſay and endeavour to ſay it in the ſtrength 
of grace, though it ſhould} be with ſtammering 


lips, © the Lord is my God; for this was Jacob's 


language at Bethel, in the day of his youth, and 
in the day of his diſtreſs, when he fled from the 
face of Eſau his brother, The Lord ſhall be my 
God ;* and you nave as good a warrant as Jacob or 
any otherever had to ſpeak the language of faith; 
* is the great promiſe of God, which * is to all 

* that are afar off even as many as the Lord our 
God ſhall call,“ Acts ii. 39. 


1 ſhall conclude with revommendiig it to you, | 


to meditate frequently upon the betrothing love of 
Chriſt, and upon the deceaſe which he e 
at Jeruſalem. | 

iſt, Meditate frequently upon the betrothing love 
of Chriſt. God, in the new covenant, has revealed 
himſelf as a betrothing God. The Son of God has 
betrothed and married our nature to himſelf in à per- 
| onal and hypoſtatical union, and we may therefore 
with confidence venture upon his grace and good- 
will toward' men : and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 


promiſed to betrothe ſinners of Adam's houſe to 


himſelf in a way of free and ſovereign grace, Hol. 
ii. 19, 20. I will betrothe unto me for ever; yea 
Iwill betrothe thee unto me in righteouſneſs and 

3 in 


would wiſh to attain unto; yet, if your doubting 5 


| 
| 
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in judgment, and in loving kindneſs, and in mer- 
© cies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithful- 
© neſs, and thou ſhalt know the Lord. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt has taken his betrothing love, and 
wrapp'd it in a covenant of promiſe; and he has 
indorſed or directed the promiſe. to ſinners, that 
the ſinful ſons of men may truſt it, and that none 
may fear that they are excluded from a warrant to 
truſt to and venture upon the grace and beds of 


Chriſt, 


The perſons betrothed are ſinners of Adam's 
houſe; the glorious infinite perſon betrothing is the 
great God our Saviour: and it is a moſt comfortable 


and bleſſed betrothing betwixt ſinners and a Savi- 


our; betwixt dead ſinners and him who is the 


reſurrection and the life; betwixt blind benighted - 


ſouls and him who is the light of the world, the 


light of the upper paradiſe, and the day-ſpring- 


from on high; betwixt diſeaſed and polluted ſin- 
and him who is the Lord that healeth us, 

eo Jeſus, who loved us, and waſhed us- from 

our ſins in his own blood; and betwixt guilty bank- 


rupt ſinners and him who is Jehovah our righ- 
teouſneſs, in whom God is to be found as reconciling | 
the world unto himſelf, not imputing their tref- 


paſſes unto them. Hearken therefore, and conſi- 
der it, ye children of men, forget your father's. 
houſe, the houſe of the firſt Adam; and forego all 
hold of the firſt covenant (for that covenant being 
broken, the whole family is undone and ruined): 


and come and be eſpouſed to the Lord Jeſs, 


the new-covenant head, the betrothing head of: 
the redeemed from among men ; * ſo ſhall the 
king greatly deſire your beauty,” Pfal. lv. 10. 
Confider, that the betrothing head of the re- 
deemedi is fair, and altogether lovely, Pſal. xlv. 1. 


So- 
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| Solomon's Song v. 10, 16. his riches are unſearch- 


able riches of grace and of glory, Eph. iii. 8. Con- 


ſider his dying love, that he was ſlain, that he might 
redeem you to God by his blood, and that he might 


redeem you from this preſent evil world, and re- 
deem you from all iniquity, Rev. v. 9. Gal. i. 3, 4. 
Pit. ii. 14. He is the judge of the quick and the 
dead, the prince of the kings of the earth, and 
the firſt-begotten of the dead, who is willing to be- 
troth dying clay to himſelf, that he may give you 
à glorious immortality with himſelf, that, when 
Chriſt who is your life ſhall appear, ye may alſo 
appear with him in glory. 
- Liſt up your heads then, O ye everlaſting doors 
of the ſouls of men, by an hearty Amen of faith 


to the promiſe of Chriſt, « I will betroth thee unto 7 


me for ever; and thus the King of glory doth 
and ſhall come in, and ſup with you, and 5 with 
him, Pſal. xxiv. 7. Rev. iii. 20. 

. 2dly, Meditate frequently upon the deceaſe which 
the Lord of glory accompliſhed at Jeruſalem, 


Luke ix. 30, 31. And behold, there talked with 


him two men, which were Moſes and Elias, who 
appeared in glory, and ſpake of his deceaſe which 
. ©. he ſhould accompliſh at Jeruſalem.” 

It is neceſſary in your meditating upon the de- 
ceaſe the Lord of glory accompliſhed at Jeruſalem, 


that you be under the influence of the Spirit of 


glory. Moſes and Elias appeared in glory, and 
talked of his deceaſe; they had a noon- tide of the 
light of glory, and of the Spirit of glory upon 


them: and, unleſs a twilight glimpſe of that glory 


beam in upon your hearts, you will neither think 
nor talk to purpoſe of the deceaſe he accompliſhed 
at t Jeruſalem. | 2 
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It is the higheſt and moſt ſublime ſabje& of the 


regions of glory, to think and talk of the deceaſe 
he accompliſhed at Jeruſalem: there will be uſe of 


| ſpeech in heaven, and there will be a voice of 
tongues about the throne; and their talk will be 


2 the deceaſe which he accompliſhed at Jeruſa- 
em. - 37 ee 


The departure of Iſrael out of Egypt to Canaan is 
called their Exit or Exodus, the ſame word uſed 
here : and his deceaſe was, like their departure, 


accompanied by a bloody attack upon him by all 
the hoſts of hell; and he went through a Red-ſea 


of ſuffering; and of vindictive wrath, making peace 


by the blood of his croſs. His deceaſe was the 


ſubject of diſcourſe upon mount Tabor; a ſubje& 
that was moſt delightful to our Lord himſelf, and 
moſt refreſhing to Moſes and Elias; though they 
had come down locally from the place of heaven, 


yet their bliſs and beatitude was the very ſame ; 


His deceaſe was his death, his exit or departure. 


— 


for they had the preſence of Chriſt; and, appear- 


ing in glory, they talked of his deceaſe, which was 
the great theme of the inhabitants of the upper 
houſe, and it was the fountain and ſpring of all 


their glory and felicity. The higheſt ſtile of lan- 


guage in heaven is the deceaſe our Lord areom- 


pliſhed at Jeruſalem! We have no nice elaborate 


diſcourſe mentioned, that Moſes and Elias made 


upon the mount: no; it was in a few words, maſ- 


compliſh at Jeruſalem !*. It was the burden of 
the ſong of the redeemed; they brought this 
higheſt note down with them to the earth: for, 


when angels and ſaints about the throne have en- 
larged their thoughts und contemplations, and 


I 2 -  bended 
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bended their faculties to the uttermoſt, and ſoared 
as high as their weak heads can allow them, 


f 


they are juſt obliged to iſſue their ſong where they 
began; O myſterious, ineffable and divine is that 


myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſted in the 
fleſh, accompliſhing his deceaſe at Jeruſalem The 
glory of heaven juſt centers in the death he accom- 
pliſned at Jeruſalem; we do not hear of another 
word from Moſes and Elias, when they appeared in 
glory upon mount Tabor, but that they talked of 
the ! deceaſe which he accompliſhed at Jeruſalem?” 


You are to meditate upon the glory of the per- 


| fon of Chriſt, who accompliſhed his deceaſe at je- 


ruſalem. 'He is Lord of all, the Lord of glory : 


If the princes of this world had known it, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
He is the prince of the kings of the earth, the 


prince of life; But ye killed the Prince of life, 


-* whom God hath raiſed from the dead, Acts ul, 


15. He is the King of glory, the God of glory, 


- © who appeared to Abraham when he was in Me- 


* ſopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran.“ He is 
JEHOVAH, the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and 


of, Jacob, who ſpake to Moſes, Exod: iii. from the 
burning buſh at Horeb. And his name is Won- 
. derful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Ever- 
- © laſting Father,“ Iſa, ix. 6. and yet his name is 
Called JESUS, becauſe © he ſaveth his people from 
their ſins,” 


You are to meditate upon the grounds and rea- : 


| ſons of the deceaſe he accompliſhed at Jeruſalem. 
It was for the glory 
John xvii. 3, 4. 


of God in Man's ſalvation; 
It was for the glory: of the ho- 


lIineſs, majeſty and juſtice of God; of the grace, 


mercy, and love of God: it was to * finiſh the 
| EG *1rabb- 
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L tranſgreſſion, to make an end of ſin,* ting 
in an everlaſting righteouſneſs,” and to * make 
_ ©: reconcllaation for iniquity ;? and it was becauſe - 
of his love to men, and for the ſalvation of the 5 | 
ſouls of men, Rev. i. 5. Eph. v. 2. „ 
Vou are to meditate upon the nature and quality & 
of his death and deceaſe, which he accom pliſhed at 
Jeruſalem. He accompliſhed his deceaſe in a pub- 
lick capacity; he took our nature into an intimate 
and perſonal union with himſelf, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
John i. 14. he ſubſtituted himſelf in our room and 
law place, and he ſuffered as a public Peſon, „ 
0 bearing our ſins in his own body on the tree“, 
and “ giving his life a ranſom for many.“ His 1 | 
death and deceaſe was early ſpoken of and Pres k 
miſed, Gen. iii. 15. it was teſtified of by all the 
| prophets, and it was expected and looked for by all 
, the Old Teſtament faints, and ſeen by them afa 
- off. In his deceaſe he did bear our griefs, our ſins, 1 
our ſhame, and our ſorrows. It was an ignomi- 1 


5 nious and a curſed. death, and yet a triumphant 
: and a victorious death; for he * ſpoiled principa- _. 
{ © lities and powers, and made a ſhew of them 
* b openly on the croſs, triumphing over them in it.“ 
: His death was a neceſſary death; * Ought not 


1 * Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things? and to enter 
n into his glory ?? And it was an acceptable and a 
8 ſavoury death; Walk in love, as Chriſt alſo loved 
| us, and gave himſelf for us, an offering and a 
if | « ſacrifice to God for «rect ſavour, x aa 24 
3 Va Bo 1 _ 
u © Yon are to meditate upon the ples hbz Arihö and 
* effects of the deceaſe which he accompliſhed at ſe-— 
1 ruſalem. He has reconciled us to God by his 
5 death, and we have boldneſs to enter into the ho- 
. lieſt of al by the blood of Jeſus, The Lamb . 
: as. . 
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has opened the ſeven ſeals ; he has opened the 
gates of Paradiſe, the fountain of life, and the 
treaſures of grace; he has opened and revealed 
the counſels and purpoſes of God's love, that were 
hid in a myſtery; and he has opened the under - 
ſtandings of men to ſee the wonders of his grace, 
mercy and love in the covenant of promiſe. He 
was lain, and hath redeemed us to God by his 
blood; he hath glorified God upon the earth, and 
finiſhed the work he gave him to do; * He ſaid, 
It is finiſhed, and bowed his head, and gave up 
the Ghoſt,” It was the purpoſe of the wiſdom 
and love of God, to gather his greateſt revenue of 
glory from the ſalvation of ſinners of Adam's fa- 
mily, that deſerved to be in hell ; and what a won- 
derful thought and meditation is it, that the croſs 
and death of the Lord of glory ſhould be the great 
mean of the glory of God in man's ſalvation ! The 
moſt wonderful ſight in heaven is © the Lamb in 
© the midſt of the throne, as it were flain;” and 
the greateſt homage and worſhip God ever received 
was in Golgotha, when Chriſt, though a Son, learn 
ed obedience, and humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient to death, even the death of the croſs! - 
And you are to meditate upon that holy joy, 
that willingneſs and cheerfulneſs, with which he 
accompliſhed his deceaſe at Jeruſalem. This was 
the ſubject with which he entertained. Moſes and 
Elias in Mount Tabor. He rejoiced in the habi- 
table parts of the earth, and his delights were with 
the ſons of men; he ſaid, Lo, I come, a body , 
haſt thou prepared me,” that is, an human na- 
ture, to obey in, to ſuffer, and to die in, for the re- 
miſſion of the ſins of many. He ſpake frequently 
of his deceaſe all along; he preached it to Nico- 


demus, Jones lii. 14. he went to Jeruſalem, Ta 
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£ the way journeying to Jeruſalem; he was 1 4 4 I 

| firſt in the company; he went to Jeruſalem, to ate 

ö compliſh his deceaſe, as to a triumph, accompanied 

8 by the Hoſannas of the multitudes he longed für 

the laſt paſſover; With deſire have I deſired to 

eat this paſſover with you, before I ſuffer : and 

; he longed for his bloody baptiſm; I have a baps 

| < tiſm to be baptized with, and how am ftraifned 

= © till it be accompliſhed?” He went ſinging to his 

4 work of ſuffering; he did ſing an hymn, and 

« went out to the mount of Olives.” But, Fe" 

4 ſhall we ſay ? For time would fail, and eternity it", 4 

: ſelf will be-too-ſhort, to ſpeak of his glory, and of N . 

5 the wonders of his dying love, who accompliſheck 1 

; his deceaſe at Jeruſalem: © Lo, theſe are part of 

t £ his ways; and how ſmall a part of him is nn 50 9 

5 or heard” What can we think? or, what can 4 

1 we ſay? but that our thoughts are ſwallowed us.. 

1 and that expreſſion doth fail us, while we contem- 5 7 

1 plate and behold the infinite evil of ſin, the inexo- 1 

a rable juſtice of God, and his infinite holineſs in \ 

; the death and ſufferings of the Lord of glory, wel, Ne 5 2 - 
| was crucified in Calvary; and that we muſt-for 

; ever adore the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth know- - 

. ledge ; and may we add, that we hope, thro* the "= 

8 grace of our Lord Jeſus, to ſpend an intire eter- cj 

4 nity, in beholding * the Lamb, as it were ſlain, in 

£ the midſt of the throne ;* and that we ſhall; 'in a 2" 

1 tranſport of love, wonder, and praiſe, delightfully Wy "3. 

y meditate upon, and with Moſes and Elias, the pro- 4M 

J phets and apoſtles of the Lamb, and the martyrs. 4 

of Jeſus, talk together © of the deceaſe he accom. 8 


« pliſhed at Jeruſalem?” And my : —_ We be 
. with the Lord. | | mm 
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